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A Unique Phenomenon

Emer

Thangal Kunju Musaliar was a unique
phenomenon of a bygone ag¢ when higher
education in professional field was in its
infancy in India. Inspite of the fact that Kerala
was fairly well advanced in general education,
in the field of professional higher education it
was far behind many other States in the
country. The initiative taken by Musaliar to
establish an Engineering College in the early
fifties was a pioneering step unheard of until
then in the State. Although he was not a highly
educated person in the conventional sense,
he was a man of vision who understood the
importance of higher education, particularly
professional education for the development
of the State. Musaliar was also an entrepre-
neurial genius who could conceive the
Potentiality of developing the cashew industry
in Quilon and the neighbouring areas. It is
amazing that he established the cashew
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factories, as an organised indyg
when Kerala was a backnumber j
sation. By establishing such a |5,

of factories Musaliar gave not on%e e
ment to thousands in the State Jh?mpk’y‘
suffering from chronic unemploymentlgh S
helped the country to eam precigyg fllta'lsO
exchange. His contribution in other are o
as newspaper industry, journalis::,ssUCh
encouragement to writers and intellecna]n

hgs also been remarkable. His intere a.ls
dl_sse{ninating ideas and fearlessly expresS Ay
%115 views on social, economic and polits'mg
issues earned him the reputation of 4 ;lcal
of courage and character. He was notan
politician in the ordinary sense i whi;
we understand that term but his interecsl
in politics as an art and a science was dee

and abiding. Above all, he was a humanisF:
and philanthropist.
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