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Preface

In the age of the Anthropocene, where human activity significantly
impacts the planet, ecofeminism provides a crucial lens to critique
environmental degradation and social injustice.Ecofeminism links the
exploitation of nature and marginalization of women, both shaped by systems
of power. The Anthropocene, defined by human impact on the planet, demands
a critical look at industrialization and environmental neglect. This project,
entitled “Women and Nature: An Ecofeminist Reading of Barbara
Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior” is an attempt to explore the profound
intersection between gender, nature and climate change through the lens of
Barbara Kingsolver’s thought-provoking novel. In an era defined by
ecological uncertainty and climate instability, it is essential to examine how
fiction not only reflects environmental realities but also raises critical
questions about human responsibility, gendered experiences, and the ethics of
survival.

This project is divided into four chapters. The first chapter
“Introduction” discusses Barbara Kingsolver as an author committed to
environmental and social themes and explains the key concepts of
ecofeminism and the anthropocene. The Second chapter, “Narratives of Crisis”
offers a detailed literary analysis of the novel Flight Behavior, examining its
plot, characters, and symbolism. The third chapter titled, “Wings of Change:
Women and the Weathering Earth” focuses onhow ecofeminist ideas and the
anthropocene are represented in the novel, particularly through the experiences

of the protagonist and the depiction of nature. The final chapter, “Conclusion”



reflects on the findings, reinforcing the importance of literature in shaping
environmental consciousness and advocating for gender and ecological justice.
This project is a result of both academic interest and a growing concern for the
future of our planet. It aims to contribute meaningfully to the ongoing
discussions about climate change, gender, and the power of literature to

inspire.



Chapter One

Introduction

Climate fiction, often referred to as “cli-fi”, is a literary genre that
explores the impacts of climate change and environmental degradation
through imaginative storytelling. This genre encompasses a wide range of
narratives, from dystopian futures where society grapples with the catastrophic
consequences of ecological collapse to hopeful tales that envision innovative
solutions and resilient communities. By weaving together scientific realities
with human experiences, climate fiction serves not only as a reflection of our
current environmental crises but also as a powerful tool for raising awareness
and inspiring action. Through its diverse characters and settings, cli-fi invites
readers to confront the urgency of climate issues while contemplating the
moral and ethical dimensions of our relationship with the planet. The term
“Cli-fi” was coined by Dan Bloom, a freelance journalist and climate activist,
back in 2007 and 2008. However, authors like J.G. Ballard and Octavia E.
Butler were already writing about environmental themes in 20" century. In
recent years, authors like Kim Stanley Robinson, Richard Powers, Paolo
Bacigalupi, and Barbara Kingsolver have made a significant contribution to
the cli-fi genre.

It is of literary interest to note that climate fiction is slowly but steadily
getting established itself as a new kind of literary form. It is a known fact that
global weather patterns are changing and the results in unpredictable floods
and drought, and as species face extinction at an alarming rate, novels that

tackle these themes are becoming increasingly important. Cli-fi has become a



powerful tool for raising awareness about climate change and its potential
consequences. By exploring the human experience through storytelling, cli-fi
authors can inspire empathy, spark imagination, and encourage readers to
think critically about the future.

Climate fiction, or “cli-fi”, explores the consequences of human-
induced climate change and is often intertwined with the concept of the
“Anthropocene”. The Anthropocene, the proposed new geological epoch,
signifies the era where human activities have become the dominant force
shaping the Earth’s environment. This interaction allows writers to explore
themes of climate change, ecological issues, and the future of humanity within
a framework that acknowledges the profound impact of human activities on
the planet. The term “Anthropocene” emerged from a combination of Greek
roots. “Anthropos” means “human being” and “Kainos” means “new” or
“recent”. The term was first used in 2000 by atmospheric chemist Paul
Crutzen and diatom researcher Eugene Stoermer to emphasize the significant
and pervasive impact of humans on the Earth’s environment and its geological
history. According to Paul Crutzen he describes Anthropocene in his book
titled Earth System Science in the Anthropocene: Emerging Issues and
Problems. “It seems appropriate to assign the term °‘Anthropocene’ to the
present, in many ways human-dominated, geological epoch”(13). He argued
that human activities have become a dominant force in altering the Earth’s
systems, marking a departure from the Holocene, the epoch that began
approximately 11,700 years ago after the last Ice Age. The Anthropocene is
often associated with the Industrial Revolution, which catalyzed

unprecedented levels of resource extraction, energy consumptions, and



pollution. However, proponents of the Anthropocene argue that human
impacts began much earlier, with agricultural practices and deforestation
dating back thousands of years.

The Anthropocene is characterized by several key features that reflects
humanity’s profound impact on the planet. One of the most pressing issues
associated with this epoch is climate change, primarily driven by greenhouse
gas emissions resulting from fossil fuel combustion, deforestation, and
industrial processes. The consequences of global warming include rising sea
levels, extreme weather events, and shifting ecosystems, all of which pose
significant challenges to both natural and human systems. In addition to
climate change, the Anthropocene is marked by alarming rates of biodiversity
loss. Human activities such as habitat destruction, pollution, overfishing, and
climate change have accelerated species extinction rates to levels
unprecedented in Earth’s history threatening ecosystems and the vital services
they provide. Pollution is another defining characteristic of Anthropocene,
with significant contamination of air, water, and soil. The proliferation of
plastics, heavy metals, and chemical runoff has infiltrated ecosystems
worldwide, posing risks not only to environmental health but also to human
well-being. Furthermore, land use changes driven by urbanization, agriculture,
and mining have transformed landscapes globally. These alterations not only
disrupt local ecosystem but also contribute to border global phenomena such
as climate change, technology plays a dual role as both a contributor to and
potential solution for environmental issues. Recognizing the Anthropocene
carries significant implications for how humanity approaches environmental

stewardship and sustainability. It challenges us to reconsider our relationship



with nature and adopt more responsible practices that priorities ecological
balance. The interconnectedness of global system means that actions taken in
one part of the world can have far-reaching consequences elsewhere. To
navigate the challenges of the Anthropocene effectively, a multi-faceted
approach is essential. Emphasizing sustainable development in agriculture,
energy production, and urban planning can help mitigate negative impacts on
the environment while supporting economic growth. Protecting biodiversity
through conservation initiatives is crucial for maintaining ecosystem resilience
and functionality. Additionally global cooperation is necessary to address
climate change effectively; international agreements like the Paris Agreement
aim to limit global warming and promote sustainable practice worldwide.
Raising awareness about environmental issues and fostering a culture of
sustainability can empower individuals and communities to make informed
decisions that benefits both people and planet.

The Anthropocene represents a pivotal moment in Earth’s history,
highlighting humanity’s profound influence on the planet’s system. As we
grapple with the consequences of our actions, it is imperative that we embrace
our role as stewards of the Earth. By adopting sustainable practices, protecting
biodiversity, and committing to climate action, we can work towards a future
where human activity harmonizes with the natural world rather than
undermines it. The challenge ahead is formidable, but it also presents an
opportunity for innovation, collaboration, and a renewed commitment to
preserving the planet for future generations.

Climate fiction and ecofeminism converge on the crucial issue of

interconnectedness between environmental degradation and social inequalities.



Ecofeminism sheds light on the patriarchal roots of both women’s
oppressionand environmental exploitation. Ecofeminism is an interdisciplinary
movement that combines ecological concerns with feminist perspectives,
advocating for the interconnectedness of the oppression of women and the
degradation of the environment. The term “Ecofeminism” was coined by the
French writer and feminist Francoise d’Eaubonne. Ecofeminism emerges from
the recognition that both women and nature have historically been
marginalized and exploited within patriarchal societies. By examining the
roots of environmental destruction and gender inequality, ecofeminism seeks
to promote social justice, sustainability, and a more equitable relationship
between humans and the natural world.

Ecofeminism also challenges the dualistic thinking that separates
humans from nature and promotes the idea that nature is inferior to human
beings. This perspective has often led to the exploitation of both women and
the environment, as both are seen as resources to be controlled and dominated.
One of the key contributions of ecofeminism is its emphasis on the importance
of lived experience. Ecofeminists highlight how environmental issues
disproportionately affect women, particularly in marginalized communities.
Women often bear the brunt of environmental degradation, whether through
increased workloads due to climate change, loss of livelihoods, or health
impacts from pollution. By centering women’s voices and experiences,
ecofeminism seeks to create inclusive solutions that address both gender
inequality and environmental justice. Ecofeminist argue that this hierarchical
worldview is rooted in patriarchal structures that prioritize profit and power

over care and connection. By dismantling these hierarchies, ecofeminism



advocates for a more holistic understanding of our place in the world, one that
recognizes the value of all living beings and the intricate web of relationships
that sustain life. Furthermore, ecofeminism draws attention to the ways in
which traditional gender roles contribute to environmental harm. In many
cultures, women are seen as caretakers of the home and family, while men are
often associated with production and consumption. This division can lead to
unsustainable practices, as women’s knowledge of sustainable resource
management is frequently overlooked. By empowering women and
recognizing their roles as stewards of the environment, ecofeminism advocates
for a more sustainable future that values collaboration and community.
Ecofeminism also critiques consumer culture and capitalism, which often
prioritize short-term gains over long-term sustainability. The commaodification
of nature reflects a border societal tendency to exploit resources without
considering the ecological consequences. It offers a vision for a more just and
sustainable world. It calls for a reimagining of our relationship with nature-one
based on respect, reciprocity, and care. By fostering a sense of
interconnectedness, ecofeminism encourages individuals to recognize their
role in nurturing both the environment and their communities. This holistic
approach can lead to innovative solutions that address both social and
ecological issues simultaneously.

Ecofeminism represents a vital intersection of ecological and feminist
thought, emphasizing the need for an integrated approach to addressing the
complex challenges facing our world today. By recognizing the
interconnectedness of social justice and environmental sustainability,

ecofeminism advocates for a future where all being can thrive in harmony with



one another. As we confront pressing issues such as social inequality, climate
change, biodiversity loss, and embracing ecofeminist principles can guide us
towards more equitable and sustainable solutions that honor both people and
the planet.

Anthropocene and Ecofeminism are two interconnected themes that
have gained prominence in contemporary English literature that invite critical
reflection on humanity’s relationship with nature and each other. Through
diverse narratives, authors explore the intersections of gender, ecology, and
social justice, urging readers to confront environmental challenges while
advocating for a more sustainable and equitable future. Barbara Kingsolver,
one of the prominent author of Ecofeminism and Anthropocene, reflecting her
deep concern for environmental issues and social justice. Kingsolver
frequently depicts women as caretaker of the environment, emphasizing their
intrinsic connection to nature. This reflects ecofeminist ideals that highlight
the relationship between oppression of women and the exploitation of the
natural world.

In The Bean Trees for example, the protagonist Taylor Greer’s journey
includes themes of motherhood, community, and nurturing, paralleling the
nurturing aspects of nature.

Kingsolver’s fiction often addresses the realities of living in the
Anthropocene, where human actions significantly impact the environment.
She explores themes such as climate change, habitat destruction, and loss of

biodiversity.



In FlightBehavior, she confronts issues like climate change and its
effects on ecosystem while weaving in personal narratives that reveal how
these larger forces affect individual lives.

Barbara Ellen Kingsolver (born April 8, 1955) is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning American novelist, essayist, and poet. She is known for her thought-
provoking novels, essays and poetry. Her notable works include “The
Poisonwood Bible” and “Animal Vegetable, Miracle”. Her writings often
explore themes of social justice, biodiversity and human relationship with the
environment. Barbara Kingsolver is a celebrated author with a remarkable
track record of awards and accolades. She’s a two-time winner of the
Women’s Prize for Fiction, and her books have consistently made the New
York Times Best Seller list since 1993. Kingsolver’s background in biology
and ecology shines through in her writing, which often explores the interaction
of humans and the environment. She’s also a dedicated advocate for social
change, having established the Bellwether Prize to support literature that
drives positive impact. Barbara Kingsolver’s writing career took off in the
1980s, starting with science writing and freelance feature writing. She
transitioned to fiction writing after winning a short-story contest, which gave
her the confidence to pursue her passion.

The Bean Trees was her first novel which was published in 1988 and
reissued in 1998. The novel is followed by the sequel Pigs in Heaven. The
Bean Tree tells the story of a young woman’s journey. Kingsolver wrote the
book at night while pregnant with her first child, overcoming insomnia and
creative challenges. In The Bean Trees, Barbara Kingsolver explores what it

means to build a life through love, resilience, and connection. At its heart, the



novel is about chosen family and the communities we create when blood ties
aren’t enough. Through the journeys of women facing hardship, it highlights
the quiet strength found in nurturing others, the complex beauty of
motherhood, and the deep need we all have to belong. Nature weaves through
the story as both a backdrop and a symbol of survival, reflecting the struggles
and hope of those living on the margins.

Her subsequent work Homeland and Other Stories explored themes of
cultural identity, ancestral lands, and relationships. Homeland and Other
Stories (1989) brings together twelve deeply moving tales that shine a light on
the quiet, everyday struggles and hopes of ordinary people. Through the
voices of women and working-class characters, Kingsolver explores what it
means to belong, to search for identity, and to push back, gently or fiercely
against the roles society expects us to play. Her storytelling is rich with
feeling, using vivid language and unforgettable characters to paint lives
shaped by hardship, longing, and resilience. Whether set in small-town
America or the Caribbean, each story invites readers into a world where
connection, survival, and self-discovery are at the heart of the human
experience.

The Poisonous Bible published in 1998 is one of Kingsolver’s most
famous works, chronicling the lives of a missionary family in Africa. The
novel won several awards, including the National Book Prize of South Africa.
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver is a powerful, best-selling novel
published in 1998. It tells the story of the Price family, who leave their home
in Georgia in 1959 to serve as missionaries in the Belgian Congo. Told mainly

through the voices of the mother, Orleanna, and her four daughters, the novel



follows their journey over thirty years as they struggle to adjust to a world far
removed from everything they’ve known. At the heart of the story is the clash
between the family's rigid, deeply religious patriarch, Nathan, and the complex
realities of life in a different culture. As the years unfold, each family member
is transformed in unique and deeply personal ways, as they confront the
legacies of colonialism, the weight of faith, and the search for their own
identities.

Other notable works include Prodigal Summer published in 2000, The
Lacuna in 2009, and Flight Behavior in 2012 which explores environmental
themes and highlights the potential effects of global warming on the monarch
butterfly.

Kingsolver’s latest novel, Demon Copperhead in 2022, explores the
opioid crisis in Southern Appalachia. The book received widespread critical
acclaim and won the 2023 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction is a modern, emotionally
rich retelling of Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield, set in the heart of
contemporary Appalachia. The story follows Damon Fields nicknamed Demon
for his fiery copper-colored hair as he grows up in a world marked by poverty,
addiction, and a broken foster care system. Through Demon’s sharp, witty
voice, Kingsolver paints a vivid picture of resilience and hardship, capturing
the struggles of a boy trying to find his place in a community battered by the
opioid crisis and generations of neglect. It’s a deeply personal, often
heartbreaking, yet ultimately hopeful journey of survival and self-discovery.
Barbara Kingsolver has written a wide range of acclaimed works across
genres. Some of her most notable novels include Animal Dreams (1990), Pigs

in Heaven (1993), and Unsheltered (2018). In nonfiction, her standout work
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Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life (2007) tells the story of her
family’s attempt to eat only locally-grown food for a year blending memoir,
food politics, and environmental reflection. She’s also published collections of
essays, such as High Tide in Tucson: Essays from Now or Never (1995) and
Small Wonder (2002), which showcase her thoughtful engagement with nature,
culture, and social issues.

Kingsolver’s talent extends to short fiction and poetry as well. Her
collection Homeland and Other Stories (1989) explores identity and
belonging, while her bilingual poetry collection Another America/Otra
America (1992) gives voice to themes of justice, migration, and connection
across borders. Throughout her career, Kingsolver has received numerous
awards, including the National Humanities Medal, the Dayton Literary Peace
Prize, and the Lifetime Achievement Awards from the Library of Virginia. Her
work continues to inspire readers and spark important conversations about
social justice and environmentalism.

Barbara Kingsolver has written novels in both the first person and third
person narrative styles, and she frequently employs overlapping narratives.
Her writing is deeply rooted in her personal experiences and surroundings. She
draws inspiration from the places she’s lived, like Central Africa, Arizona, and
Appalachia, weaving authentic details into her stories. While her novels aren’t
autobiographical, they often reflect her values and passions. Her works are
known for its strong idealism and activist themes. She tackles complex issues
like social justice, environmentalism, and human relationships, encouraging
readers to think critically about the world. Her writing serves as a powerful

tool for sparking conversations and inspiring change. Her characters
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frequently face struggles related to social equality, such as the challenges
faced by undocumented immigrants, working-class individuals, and single
mothers. Her work also explores the delicate balance between individuality
and community, as well as the intricate relationships between humans and
their environments. She masterfully weaves together engaging narratives that
bring historical events to life, marking them accessible and compelling for
readers.

Barbara Kingsolver’s prominent novel Flight Behavior has a timely,
precise, and inevitable message about climate change. The main subject of this
novel are biodiversity and the interaction between human and their
surroundings.

Flight Behavior tells the story of Dellarobia Turnbow, a twenty-eight-
year-old housewife living with her husband, Cub, and two children, Preston
and Cordelia, in Feather town, a fictional town located in rural Tennessee. She
feels trapped in her life in a small Appalachian town. At the beginning of the
novel, Dellarobia is overwhelmed by her responsibilities as a mother and wife
to her husband, Cub. She dreams of a different life, one filled with excitement
and possibility, and even considers having an affair with a man named Jimmy
as a way to escape her mundane reality.

But everything changes when Dellarobia stumbles upon a stunning
sight: thousands of monarch butterflies have descended on the mountain where
she lives. This magical moment awakens something deep inside her. The
butterflies symbolize beauty and change, and they draw attention from
scientists and tourists alike, thrusting Dellarobia into a world she never knew

existed.
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When Ovid Byron, a researcher studying the butterflies, arrives in town,
he becomes a catalyst for Dellarobia’s transformation. He introduces her to
new ideas and perspectives, challenging her to think beyond her immediate
surroundings. Their conversations spark a curiosity in Dellarobia that she
hasn’t felt in years. She begins to realize that there’s more to life than what she
has experienced so far, and she starts to envision a future where she can pursue
her own dreams.

As Dellarobia grapples with her feelings for Ovid and her
responsibilities at home, she also confronts the environmental issues
surrounding the butterflies’ habitat. The local community is torn between
preserving the natural beauty of their land and the economic pressures to
exploit it. This conflict mirrors Dellarobia’s own struggle for independence
and self-discovery:.

Ultimately, Dellarobia makes a brave choice to pursue an education and
break free from her stagnant marriage. This decision marks a significant
turning point in her life, as she steps into her own power and begins to shape
her future. The novel closes on a hopeful note, suggesting that change is
possible-not just for Dellarobia but for the world around her.

Through Dellarobia’s journey, Barbara Kingsolver beautifully illustrates
the interconnectedness of personal growth and environmental stewardship.
Flight Behavior reminds us that we all have the potential to transform our
lives and make meaningful choices that impact both ourselves and the world

we live in.
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Chapter Two

Narratives of Crisis

Barbara Kingsolver’s 2012 novel Flight Behavior is a powerful
intersection of environmental science, social commentary, and personal
transformation. She is an acclaimed American novelist, essayist, and poet
known for her deeply human stories that intertwine social justice,
environmental concerns, and the complexities of personal identity. Her novels,
including ThePoisonwood Bible, The Bean Trees, and Flight Behavior, often
feature strong female protagonists and are celebrated for their lyrical prose,
compelling storytelling, and thoughtful exploration of pressing global issues.
Barbara Kingsolver’s personal and professional background is deeply
connected to her novel Flight Behavior, shaping both its themes and its
narrative style. With a degree in biology and a strong foundation in
environmental science, Kingsolver brings a scientist’s understanding to the
ecological crisis at the heart of the novel, the disrupted migration of monarch
butterflies due to climate change. Her lifelong commitment to environmental
activism and sustainable living is reflected in the novel’s urgent call to
recognize and respond to ecological imbalance. Growing up in rural Kentucky
and later living in Appalachian communities, Kingsolver also has first hand
knowledge of the cultural and economic challenges faced by the region where
Flight Behavior is set. This allows her to portray rural life with empathy and
complexity, avoiding stereotypes while highlighting the social barriers that can
limit education, opportunity, and awareness.

In the opening chapters of the novel, we’re introduced to the

complicated family life that Dellarobia feels stuck in because of her marriage.



Her mother- in-law, Hester, is deeply religious and holds a lot of influence in
their small community through her strong presence at church and her
dominating personality. Dellarobia feels a growing resentment toward both
Hester and her father-in-law, Bear, especially because they’ve passed the
burden of running the family farm onto her husband, Cub. He’s now
overwhelmed by financial stress and backbreaking work, with no real way out.

Trying to manage the farm alongside Cub is just one piece of
Dellarobia’s larger frustration as a housewife. The farm is barely staying afloat
financially, a truth Bear keeps hidden from Cub until the last possible moment
right before the bank threatens to take it all away. In a desperate move, Bear
decides to sell part of the land to a logging company, which endangers the
monarch butterflies Dellarobia recently stumbled upon in the woods. As she
walks back to the house after deciding to stay faithful to her husband, she
can’t help but feel a wave of bitterness at the sight of their rundown yard,
cramped house, and the rusting cars in the driveway. It all feels like a
reflection of a life she never really chose.

The tension between Dellarobia and Hester reaches a boiling point at
the end of Chapter 3, a moment that also highlights one of the novel’s central
themes: religion and its place in small-town life. Dellarobia senses Hester’s
jealousy after church members begin praising Dellarobia for what they believe
is a divine vision. Hester, who prides herself on being the moral center of the
community, clearly resents this sudden attention being given to her daughter-
in-law. The irony is sharp as Dellarobia, who privately admits she doesn’t feel
particularly religious, is suddenly seen as a spiritual figure, all because she lied

to cover up her near-infidelity.
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Dellarobia, Cub, and Bear each connect to the butterflies in their own
personal way, and those connections become even more tangled when Ovid
Byron arrives with alarming news. What once seemed like a beautiful miracle
suddenly takes on a darker meaning. Ovid explains that the butterflies, usually
found in Michoacan, Mexico, were forced to migrate to Tennessee after a
catastrophic flood destroyed their native habitat. For Dellarobia, who first
learns about this from a visiting Mexican family, it’s a heart-breaking shift in
understanding what she had seen as a wonder of nature is actually a troubling
sign of climate change.

While Dellarobia views the butterflies as a source of beauty and
meaning especially as a symbol of her renewed commitment to her hushand,
Cub. Ovid’s scientific perspective reveals a far more unsettling truth. The
butterflies aren’t a miracle at all; they’re a warning, a symptom of a world
that’s rapidly changing. Accepting this reality means letting go of the personal
comfort and hope she had attached to their presence.

As Dellarobia spends more time with Ovid and his team of graduate
students, she becomes increasingly aware of the cultural gap between her life
in rural Appalachia and theirs. For instance, when she mentions the church's
large membership, Bonnie is taken aback, unable to understand how the
butterflies became such a religious symbol. Meanwhile, Dellarobia is puzzled
by the idea of a college student not belonging to a church because, for her, the
church is the center of community life. Small, everyday differences crop up
too: when she tells Mako how she learned to sew, he's amazed, treating it like
an exotic skill, even though for Dellarobia, sewing is just part of daily

survival.
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These contrasts make Dellarobia more conscious of her own limitations
and stir a longing for something more. As she helps catalog the butterflies, she
begins to see them not just as beautiful creatures, but as part of a bigger, more
complex story. She also starts to witness relationships that feel foreign to her
like the easy, respectful friendship between Bonnie and Mako. Watching them
interact, Dellarobia realizes how much she craves connection without
pressure, especially with men. She yearns to be around people without having
to perform or fit into the narrow roles that her life as a housewife has forced
upon her.

Her frustration grows as she grapples with the reality of her and Cub’s
financial struggles. A trip to the store turns into a tense back-and-forth over
every price tag, a reflection of just how tightly money controls their lives. Part
of the problem lies in Bear and Hester’s unwillingness to share the farm’s
profits fairly, even though Dellarobia and Cub do most of the work. Yet Cub
won’t stand up to his parents, and his refusal to act only deepens Dellarobia’s
resentment. She’s tired : tired of the struggle, tired of being unheard, and most
of all, tired of seeing a different life just out of reach.

Just like in the earlier chapters, the contrast between Dellarobia’s small-
town life and the world of Ovid and his team is brought into sharp focus
especially during their conversation when Ovid interviews her for the research
assistant position. As Dellarobia opens up about her high school experience,
Ovid is stunned. He can’t wrap his head around a school where sports coaches
double as biology teachers, where students are pushed onto the field instead of

into classrooms, and where no one is expected or even able to go on to
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college. To him, it’s unfathomable; to Dellarobia, it’s just how things have
always been.

As they talk, Dellarobia begins to feel irritated by Ovid’s inability to
truly grasp the deep-rooted poverty and lack of resources that have shaped her
world. He thinks the system just needs to be fixed. But from where Dellarobia
stands, it feels more like some places like her town which have simply been
written off. Even when she once had a chance to escape, when she travelled all
the way to Knoxville to take the ACT because she showed academic promise,
it didn’t matter. Her school hadn’t prepared her. And on top of that, she was
already pregnant at seventeen with the baby she would eventually miscarry.
That moment taught her how hard it really is to break out of the cycle.

Despite never having gone to college, Dellarobia finds herself thriving
intellectually for the first time while working with Ovid’s research team. She
finally feels challenged, seen, and capable in a way she never has before. At
the same time, this growing confidence makes her increasingly resentful
toward Cub. His disinterest in learning his habit of flipping through TV
channels without really watching anything grates on her more than ever. In
these chapters, that frustration boils over. She catches herself picking apart his
grammar and wishing she could simply overlook ‘“his simplicity” instead of
constantly feeling stuck with it. It becomes clear that one of the main forces
keeping her trapped in her domestic life isn’t just poverty but it’s the gap
between her and Cub’s values, especially when it comes to learning and
curiosity.

That gap becomes even more complicated when Dellarobia

unexpectedly sees Ovid naked. Though her friend Dovey has playfully teased
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her about having a crush on him, the sight stirs emotions Dellarobia had been
trying to suppress her feelings, she thought she’d buried after deciding not to
pursue an affair with Jimmy. As she and Ovid spend more time together, those
feelings quietly grow. Ovid and Cub serve as opposites in nearly every way:
Cub is grounded in routine, tradition, and the farm, while Ovid lives in a world
of ideas, research, and change. Where Cub is passive and unwilling to
challenge his parents or the status quo, Ovid sees Dellarobia’s potential and
offers her a chance to step into something new, something outside the confines
of being a housewife.

Their opposing views are most clearly revealed in how they each see
climate change, a major theme in the novel. Ovid explains to Dellarobia the
terrifying reality of what even a small increase in global temperatures could
mean. He’s wary of how the media covers the butterfly story, knowing it’s
often driven by spectacle rather than science. Cub, on the other hand, takes
what he sees on the news at face value, yet paradoxically dismisses climate
change altogether because he can’t physically “see” it. He thinks it’s just
another hoax. Dellarobia listens to Ovid and begins to understand the science,
eventually changing her mind. Her ability to grow, to question and learn sets
her apart from many in her community, where skepticism and silence around
climate change are the norm. But as she changes, that distance from her world
only grows wider, making her feel more like an outsider than ever.

As the novel nears its conclusion, its exploration of climate change
becomes even more emotionally charged, culminating in a powerful scene
where Ovid lashes out at Tina during a televised interview. His frustration

isn’t just about facts but its about truth. Ovid demands that the media stop
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sugarcoating the crisis with vague terms like “ecology” and instead call it what
it is: a full-blown environmental emergency.

During the interview, Ovid makes a pointed reference that might not
register right away but holds deeper meaning. He compares the current media
treatment of climate change to how tobacco companies once manipulated
public opinion. He accuses Tina of letting public relations firms shape her
narrative, saying the media has simply moved from being in Philip Morris’s
pocket to ExxonMobil’s. The reference ties back to the early days of PR in the
20th century, led by Edward Berny’s, who helped make smoking appear
fashionable and harmless. Companies like Philip Morris paid media outlets to
downplay the health risks of smoking, even as people were dying from it.
Now, Ovid suggests, oil and gas companies are doing the same with climate
change and journalists like Tina are letting them.

Ovid sees this willful ignorance as dangerous. By constantly casting
doubt on climate science, the media, he argues, is complicit in the human
suffering that’s already beginning and will only worsen. But Tina’s priorities
are elsewhere. As Ovid speaks passionately about the crisis, she cuts him off
not to ask a meaningful question, but to complain that the camera angle isn’t
flattering or that the scene lacks beauty. She’s frustrated that the butterflies are
dead, not because of what that means for the environment, but because it
makes for a dull shot.

The irony couldn’t be heavier. She says people won’t believe in climate
change because they “can’t see it” yet it’s literally right in front of her. The

butterflies, once a dazzling spectacle, now lie frozen and lifeless, victims of a

20



climate they never should have encountered. The tragedy is undeniable, but
Tina still can’t see past the surface.

In a separate but equally telling moment, Dellarobia has her own run-in
with climate activism, this time from the opposite direction. Leighton Akins,
an idealistic upper-class environmentalist, visits her home to urge her to sign a
“sustainability pledge.” But his advice meant for people with choices and
disposable income feels laughably out of touch with her reality. He tells her to
shop second-hand using Craigslist, not realizing she doesn’t own a computer.
He suggests flying less, completely unaware that Dellarobia has never even
been on a plane, let alone left her state.

These scenes, Ovid and Tina’s clash, and Dellarobia’s awkward
encounter with Akins mirror each other. Both highlight how climate change,
while universal in impact, is deeply fractured by class and privilege. Tina is
driven by ratings and image, while Ovid is desperate for people to listen to the
science. Akins, despite his good intentions, fails to grasp the realities of people
like Dellarobia, who may care about the planet but are too busy trying to
survive to worry about lifestyle pledges.

Together, these moments reveal a sobering truth: even when people
agree that climate change is real, their responses can be wildly different
depending on where they come from, what they have access to, and what
they’ve had to give up just to get by.

Juliet’s arrival forces Dellarobia to finally face the truth she’s been
pushing down for years: she’s deeply unhappy in her marriage. Up until now,
she’s managed to keep those feelings at bay burying them beneath daily

routines, parenting, and the quiet resignation that this is simply the life she
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ended up with. But watching Juliet and Ovid together is a turning point. Over
dinner, she notices how effortlessly they connect how they genuinely listen to
each other, respect each other’s thoughts, and seem to become more
themselves when they’re together. It’s a kind of partnership Dellarobia has
never experienced, and it opens her eyes to what a relationship could be one
built on shared curiosity, mutual growth, and affection, rather than obligation
and habit.

That dinner, and everything it stirs up, helps Dellarobia see what she’s
long suspected: she and Cub should never have gotten married. Their
relationship wasn’t built on love or compatibility, it was born out of a teenage
pregnancy and the pressure to "do the right thing” in a small town where
appearances matter more than feelings. The deeper Dellarobia digs into her
own life, the more she realizes how much of it has been shaped by the
expectations of others rather than her own desires.

Her conversation with Hester plays a big part in this realization too. For
most of her adult life, Dellarobia has felt judged by her mother-in-law,
unwelcome, criticized, and never quite good enough. But when Hester
confesses that she had a child with another man before marrying Bear,
Dellarobia is stunned. It’s a moment of vulnerability that shifts everything.
She begins to see Hester not just as a hard, disapproving presence in her life,
but as a woman who has also made sacrifices and carried secrets because she,
too, was trapped by the rules of their community.

Hester’s story, particularly the revelation that her first son is Bobby
Ogle, echoes one of the novel’s deeper themes: the weight of family secrets

and the quiet suffering they cause. In a place like theirs, where people are
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expected to conform and keep up appearances, the truth often gets buried. Just
like Hester, Dellarobia was pushed into marriage not because it was right for
her, but because it was expected. And just like Hester, she lived with that
decision for far too long.

By the end of the novel, Dellarobia finds the courage to walk away.
After a raw conversation with Hester and the painful sight of a stillborn lamb
which stirs memories of her own miscarriage as she understands that staying is
no longer an option. Leaving Cub is scary, and she doesn’t pretend otherwise.
But for the first time in a long time, she’s choosing her own path. That
decision leads her to enroll in college and buy a smartphone that she and her
son Preston can use to explore the world beyond their small town. Ovid’s
influence lingers is not just in Dellarobia’s newfound passion for science, but
in the way he helped spark something in both her and Preston: the belief that
they’re allowed to want more, to be curious, and to learn.

Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior is a deeply layered novel that
draws a profound and symbolic connection between women and the natural
world. Through the character of Dellarobia Turnbow, Kingsolver explores
how both women and nature are shaped and often confined by forces beyond
their control, including cultural norms, poverty, and environmental
degradation. Dellarobia’s journey toward independence and intellectual
awakening runs parallel to the mysterious arrival of the monarch butterflies,
whose disrupted migration becomes a metaphor for the disruptions in her own
life. Like the butterflies, Dellarobia is displaced, surviving in an environment

that no longer sustains her emotionally, intellectually, or spiritually.
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Kingsolver uses nature not just as a setting, but as a living reflection of
Dellarobia’s inner world. The butterflies, with their fragile beauty and
improbable journey, mirror Dellarobia’s own flight from a life that was never
fully hers by choice. Her transformation is slow, often painful, but rooted in an
instinctive desire for something more; more truth, more autonomy, more
understanding. This mirrors the resilience of the natural world, which
struggles to adapt in the face of human-caused climate disruption. Just as the
environment suffers the consequences of global neglect, women like
Dellarobia suffer under the weight of societal expectations and rigid gender
roles.

The novel also critiques how both women and nature are often
romanticized or misunderstood by those in positions of power. Ovid Byron
brings scientific truth to the butterflies’ presence, stripping away the mystical
interpretations clung to by the local churchgoers, much as Dellarobia is forced
to confront the reality of her marriage and the limitations of her rural life. Her
eventual decision to leave Cub and pursue education for herself and her son
represents not just personal growth, but a reclaiming of agency—an echo of
what nature, too, might strive for if it could speak.

In tying Dellarobia’s personal awakening to the ecological unraveling
around her, Kingsolver emphasizes that the struggles of women and the
struggles of the Earth are interconnected. Both are exploited, both are
expected to endure, and both are vital to the future. Flight Behavior ultimately
serves as a call to awareness not only of climate change, but of the quiet, often
invisible transformations that occur within women when they begin to resist

the roles they’ve been given. It’s a reminder that resilience is not the same as
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passivity, and that both women and nature, when truly seen and understood,

hold the power to inspire profound change.
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Chapter Three

Wings of Change: Women and the weathering Earth

Ecofeminism is a term coined by French feminist Frangoise d’Eaubonne
in 1974. 1t brings together environmentalism and feminism and argues that the
exploitation of the environment and women by capitalism and patriarchy is
interrelated. When it first emerged during the second wave of feminism, it
attracted many writers to express their views on this concept and allowed
diverse perspectives to shape conversations on this topic. The early
ecofeminist movement originated from a series of conferences and workshops
organised by a coalition of working women during the 1970s and 1980s. They
discussed the different ways in which environmentalism and feminism can be
combined to raise awareness about respecting women and nature.

Ecofeminism has been shaped by a number of influential writers who
explore the deep connections between the oppression of women and the
degradation of nature. The writers have laid the foundation for ecofeminism as
a diverse, global movement for ecological and social justice. Indian activist
Vandana Shiva and German sociologist Maria Mies emphasized the link
between capitalist exploitation, ecological harm, and women’s
marginalization, especially in the Global South. Other key voices include Val
Plumwood, who analyzed Western dualisms; Greta Gaard, who advanced
queer and multicultural ecofeminism; and Ariel Salleh, who connected
ecofeminism with political and Marxist critiques. Carolyn Merchant's The
Death of Nature (1980) offered a historical critigue of the Scientific
Revolution’s role in subordinating both women and the environment. Susan

Griffin, in Woman and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her (1978), blended poetic



prose with philosophical insight to reveal how patriarchal thinking alienates
humans from nature. According to Susan Griffin in her book, Woman and
Nature: The Roaring Inside Her (1978)

We know ourselves to be made from this earth. We know this

earth is made from our bodies. For we see ourselves. And we

are nature. (226)

Barbara Kingsolver is a well-known ecofeminist writer who artfully
expresses her views on women and nature. Her novels have shaped the
ecofeminist movement through her nuanced portrayal of nature’s exploitation
in the modern world paralleled with her portrayal of woman’s domestic life.
The growth of industrialisation and climate change has made it imperative to
understand literary works which try to spread awareness about environmental
degradation. Barbara Kingsolver is one of the authors whose works need to be
studied with this perspective as she writes fiction as an activist. Recognising
Kingsolver as an advocate of ecofeminism allows readers to acknowledge the
myriad of problems raised in her novels. This paper aims to analyse Flight
Behavior from an ecofeminist perspective view. Barbara Kingsolver has
redefined the dynamic between women and nature by exploring the
individuality of women in depth. Most ecofeminist authors use these terms to
primarily highlight the issues with the environment by drawing parallels with
the plight of women resulting from patriarchy. But Kingsolver often weaves
personal narratives of women, asserting their individuality and fostering a
holistic understanding of the relationship between women and nature.
Kingsolver's ability to artfully integrate her feminist narrative in an ecological

context allows readers to navigate the intricate connections between gender
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dynamics and recognise the need to liberate women and nature from the cycle
of exploitation.

The Flight Behavior, has deep focus on climate change as the novel
raise awareness of its realities, as people today do not even consider it a real
threat despite the exploitation. In Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver,
women and nature are deeply connected through shared experiences of
marginalization, resilience, and transformation. The novel portrays the natural
world and the lives of women especially the protagonist, Dellarobia Turnbow,
as intertwined in their vulnerability to systemic control and their capacity for
renewal. Kingsolver uses ecofeminist themes to highlight how both women
and the environment are affected by patriarchal, economic, and cultural forces,
while also emphasizing their strength, agency, and interdependence.

Through the novel Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver brings to life
the environmental destruction unfolding in Southern Appalachia. Her novel
pushes back against the capitalist and patriarchal systems that contribute to the
harm of both nature and women. By weaving together ecological and feminist
concerns especially during a time of growing scientific awareness, Kingsolver
draws powerful parallels between the treatment of women and the natural
world. She shows how climate change and environmental degradation don’t
just hurt the planet; they deeply impact the lives of women, particularly in
vulnerable communities. Through this lens, technological advancement isn’t
always progress, it can also mean the unchecked exploitation of nature,
echoing the ways patriarchal societies continue to marginalize women.
Kingsolver’s narrative makes it clear: the fight for environmental justice is

deeply tied to the fight for gender equality.

28



The novel starts as an overtly feminist narrative, with its protagonist,
Dellarobia. Dellarobia is portrayed as confined physically, emotionally, and
intellectually. Her life is dominated by child-rearing, housework, and
submission to her husband and in-laws, particularly her overbearing mother-
in-law, Hester. Living on a failing farm, Dellarobia lacks the economic and
social capital to escape her situation. Her dissatisfaction and intellectual
potential are stifled by the expectations placed on her as a woman in a
patriarchal, rural community. Ecofeminism draws attention to the ways in
which such gender roles are naturalized and enforced, often paralleling how
nature is objectified and controlled. Dellarobia’s limited life mirrors the
condition of the land around her overworked, underappreciated, and on the
verge of collapse. The protagonist, Dellarobia, walking uphill to start an affair
to find some momentary liberation from the day-to-day life with their
husband, in-laws, and kids as she did not enjoy living with them. Her decision
to initiate an affair is not driven solely by desire, but by a yearning for change,
for escape, and for personal autonomy. This act of rebellion, though morally
fraught, is her silent protest against the life she feels suffocated by.
Ecofeminist theory interprets such personal dissatisfaction as part of a broader
critique of systems that control both women and nature as systems rooted in
patriarchy, capitalism, and religious conservatism. Dellarobia climbs the
mountain to meet her would-be lover, she encounters a breathtaking natural
phenomenon: the monarch butterflies, mysteriously overwintering in the
Tennessee hills instead of their usual site in Mexico. This unexpected and awe-
inspiring sight stops her in her tracks, both literally and figuratively. She

abandons the affair then and there not because of guilt, but because something
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larger than herself has intervened. The butterflies become a catalyst for her
transformation. The monarch butterflies interrupt Dellarobia's plan for an
affair, just as climate change has disrupted the butterflies' normal migratory
path. This moment mirrors how nature speaks to her inner unrest, and becomes
the first step in her transformation.

Nature becomes a mirror for Dellarobia’s emotional state and serves as
a catalyst for her empowerment, symbolizing that change (both personal and
ecological) begins with awareness. The mirroring highlights how both
Dellarobia and the butterflies are victims of displacement. In ecofeminism, the
interconnectedness of women and nature means that harm done to one is
reflected in the other. Dellarobia’s internal chaos echoes the external
environmental upheaval. Both Dellarobia and the butterflies are symbols of
migration, movement away from what is familiar but hostile. The butterflies'
migration to an unnatural location reflects Dellarobia’s own desire to escape
the constraints of her life. The butterflies symbolize the possibility of change,
beauty, and transformation. For Dellarobia, their arrival coincides with a
moment where she might have made a destructive choice, and instead, she
begins a journey toward self-realization and ecological awareness. Kingsolver
positions the natural world, specifically the butterflies, as a kind of spiritual or
moral force. Instead of religious guilt or societal shame steering Dellarobia
away from infidelity, it is the overwhelming beauty and strangeness of nature
that makes her reconsider her path.

Ecofeminism challenges the moral authority of patriarchal religion and
instead finds ethical guidance in our relationship with the earth. Dellarobia’s

moral reawakening is prompted not by her church, husband, or community but
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by nature itself. Kingsolver also portrays the surrounding community’s
attitudes toward nature as deeply gendered. The land is primarily seen as a
resource to be exploited. Dellarobia’s in-laws, especially her father-in-law
Bear Turnbow, consider logging the forest where the butterflies reside. He
considers selling logging rights to the mountain forest where the monarch
butterflies have unexpectedly settled. If the forest is logged, the monarchs will
lose the microclimate they need to survive the winter. These butterflies are
already vulnerable due to climate change, and removing their temporary
habitat could wipe out a large portion of the displaced population. His motive
is economic, he’s trying to save the family farm from financial collapse. For
them, economic survival justifies environmental destruction. Ecofeminist
theory critiques this instrumentalist view of nature, which sees the earth only
in terms of what it can provide for human consumption particularly in
patriarchal systems that also view women as reproductive or domestic
labourers. This moment reflects how environmental destruction is often rooted
in human desperation, economic inequality, and lack of ecological
understanding. Dellarobia’s opposition to the logging reflects her growing
environmental consciousness and her identification with the fragile state of the
butterflies. The incident also shows how patriarchal authority (Bear) is willing
to sacrifice the environment for short-term gain, while Dellarobia (a woman)
acts as the protector of nature—an ecofeminist theme. Bear’s attitude mirrors
the way Dellarobia is treated: as someone whose value lies in her ability to
serve the family, raise children, and conform to expectations. Just as the forest
is expendable for financial gain, so too is Dellarobia’s individuality sacrificed

for family and community norms. Her resistance to the logging plan is an
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ecofeminist moment, it is a refusal to accept the commodification of both
nature and self. Dellarobia begins to move beyond traditional female roles not
by rejecting nature but by reconnecting with it on new terms. Her growing
interest in the monarchs leads her to work with Dr. Ovid Byron, a scientist
studying their unprecedented migration. Through this engagement, she begins
to ask questions about climate change, about science, and about the world
beyond her rural life. Her engagement with the natural world becomes a
source of intellectual stimulation and personal empowerment. This
transformation aligns with the ecofeminist belief that rethinking our
relationship with nature based on care, respect, and understanding can also
liberate women from roles that society imposes on them. Knowledge, often
reserved for male authority in her world, becomes a tool of liberation for
Dellarobia. Her emotional connection to the butterflies grows into scientific
literacy as a fusion of feminine empathy with rational inquiry. By the end of
the novel, Dellarobia decides to leave her husband and pursue education,
seeking a new life for herself and her children. This shows her transformation
parallels the butterflies’ life cycle like migration, change, survival. Like them,
she must relocate to survive. Her departure represents a break from patriarchal
limitations, much like nature’s own rebellion against destructive systems. She
chooses growth and regeneration, central values in ecofeminism.

The novel brings idea about the female role in Intergenerational
teaching, Dellarobia increasingly teaches and shares environmental knowledge
with her son, Preston, and others is an evident in the novel. As a mother and a
learner, she passes down ecological understanding, bridging the gap between

generations. Women as educators and caregivers are seen not just in domestic
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roles, but as stewards of ecological consciousness, a core ecofeminist ideal.
Dellarobia’s community believes the butterflies are a sign from God, refusing
to accept scientific explanations. Dellarobia gradually moves from passive
religious belief to active scientific understanding, aligning herself more
closely with nature’s reality. This represents a shift from patriarchal, faith-
based systems to female-led, experiential, and rational ecological thought.

In Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver highlights the deep connection
between women and nature through the journey of Dellarobia Turnbow
especially when she sees the monarch butterflies and feels a personal, almost
spiritual link to them. She imagines that the “monarch is the soul of a baby
that's died,”(Kingsolver,359) as a powerful reflection of her own grief and
loss. Dellarobia has faced the pain of abortion and the death of her children,
and the fragile, threatened butterflies come to symbolize that pain. Just as the
butterflies are in danger of disappearing, so too are Dellarobia’s hopes and the
life she once dreamed of. Her fear of losing her child after becoming pregnant
through rape which led her to marry. As Dellarobia struggles with personal
limitations and societal expectations, nature especially the monarch butterflies
mirror her emotional state and guides her toward self-discovery. The novel
shows how both women and the natural world face neglect and exploitation,
yet possess the power for renewal and resistance. Through this connection,
Kingsolver emphasizes that understanding and respecting nature goes hand in
hand with empowering women and challenging oppressive systems.

Barbara Kingsolver’s novel Flight Behavior is a profound ecological
narrative that examines the devastating consequences of climate change and

human interference in the natural world. Through the lens of a small
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Appalachian community and the mysterious migration of monarch butterflies,
Kingsolver paints a vivid portrait of life in the Anthropocene, a term used to
describe the current geological epoch, marked by significant and irreversible
human impact on the Earth’s ecosystems.

The central metaphor in Flight Behavior is the displaced monarch
butterflies which offers a symbolic entry point into the novel’s treatment of the
Anthropocene. These butterflies, which would typically overwinter in the
mountain forests of Mexico, instead appear in mass in the hills of rural
Tennessee, blanketing the trees in what appears to be a miraculous vision. For
Dellarobia Turnbow, the protagonist of the novel, this unexpected
phenomenon initially seems divine or supernatural. However, as scientists
begin to study the event, it becomes clear that the butterflies” migration pattern
has been disrupted due to climate change, signaling a broader ecological
imbalance. This disruption is emblematic of the Anthropocene’s defining
feature: the breakdown of long-established natural systems due to
anthropogenic interference. As Dr. Ovid Byron, the climate scientist studying
the butterflies, explains, the change is not accidental or mysterious but it is the
result of human-induced global warming altering climate patterns and, by
extension, the migratory behaviour of wildlife. Kingsolver’s depiction of the
butterflies as victims of a broken climate mirrors the precarious condition of
the human characters in the novel, especially those in rural, economically
disadvantaged communities. The residents of Feathertown, Tennessee, are not
oblivious to changes in their environment but they experience the same
extreme weather, crop failures, and erratic seasons that signal the presence of

climate disruption but they lack the resources, education, and political power
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to fully understand or respond to these shifts. In portraying this disconnect,
Kingsolver critiques the unequal distribution of knowledge and access in the
Anthropocene. Scientific knowledge about climate change is available, but it
is often filtered through layers of political denial, media misrepresentation,
and religious skepticism. Dellarobia, for instance, begins the novel with only a
vague awareness of environmental issues. It is through her encounters with Dr.
Byron and his research team that she begins to understand the larger forces at
play. This transformation reflects the broader theme of awakening that runs
throughout the novel: as the environment changes, so too must human
understanding.

The Anthropocene is not only about physical changes to the
environment; it is also about how societies interpret, deny, or accept
responsibility for those changes. In Flight Behavior, Kingsolver highlights the
resistance many characters have toward scientific explanations of climate
change. Dellarobia’s community, shaped by evangelical Christianity and
conservative politics, often rejects scientific authority in favour of religious
interpretations. When the butterflies first appear, many townspeople view
them as a sign from God rather than a symptom of ecological collapse. This
reaction underscores a key tension in the Anthropocene: the clash between
scientific evidence and cultural belief systems. Kingsolver does not portray the
townspeople as villains; rather, she reveals how structural forces such as lack
of education, religious indoctrination, and economic dependency contribute to
a widespread denial of climate reality. This nuanced portrayal allows readers
to see how misinformation and cultural narratives can hinder meaningful

action in the face of environmental crisis. Furthermore, Flight Behavior draws
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attention to the intimate and often invisible connections between climate
change and social inequality. The novel is set in a rural, working-class
community that is economically fragile and socially conservative. Kingsolver
shows how these structural vulnerabilities make people more susceptible to
ecological harm while simultaneously limiting their capacity to respond to it.
The Turnbow family, for example, struggles to maintain their farm amid
failing crops and financial stress. When Dellarobia’s father-in-law considers
logging the forest where the butterflies have settled, it becomes clear that
short-term economic survival often takes precedence over long-term
environmental protection. This dilemma is emblematic of the Anthropocene,
where the most ecologically destructive decisions are frequently made not out
of malice but out of necessity or desperation. Kingsolver forces readers to
confront the uncomfortable reality that solving the climate crisis is not simply
a matter of science or technology, it also requires addressing the deep
inequalities that shape human-environment relationships. Dellarobia’s
personal journey throughout the novel also mirrors the larger themes of
transformation and disruption that characterize the Anthropocene.

At the beginning of the story, she is dissatisfied with her life which
trapped in an unfulfilling marriage, burdened by financial strain, and
emotionally disconnected from her surroundings. Her discovery of the
butterflies serves as a catalyst for change, prompting her to question her
assumptions and re-evaluate her role in the world. As she becomes more
involved in the scientific efforts to understand the butterfly migration,
Dellarobia begins to see herself as part of a larger ecological system. This shift

in perspective is crucial to understanding the Anthropocene, which demands a
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rethinking of human exceptionalism and a greater awareness of our
interconnectedness with nonhuman life. Dellarobia’s growing ecological
consciousness reflects what scholars like Timothy Morton describe as the
“ecological thought”(28) an awareness that challenges the human or nature
divide and embraces the complexity of ecological entanglement.

Kingsolver also critiques the media’s role in shaping public
understanding of climate change. When journalists come to cover the butterfly
story, they often oversimplify or sensationalize the scientific findings,
reducing complex ecological phenomena to soundbites and emotional appeals.
This portrayal underscores how media narratives can distort scientific
knowledge and hinder public engagement with environmental issues. In the
Anthropocene, where urgent and accurate communication is essential,
Kingsolver’s novel warns against the commodification of environmental news
and the superficiality of mainstream discourse. Dellarobia’s frustration with
how her words are twisted by reporters mirrors the broader problem of climate
communication in a post-truth world. A key strength of Flight Behavior is its
ability to humanize the abstract and often overwhelming concept of the
Anthropocene. Kingsolver does not rely on apocalyptic imagery or dystopian
futures; instead, she focuses on the slow, cumulative effects of environmental
change on everyday life. The novel’s setting is rich with descriptions of the
Appalachian landscape, weather patterns, and wildlife that grounds the reader
in a specific place, making the effects of climate change tangible and
immediate. This localized focus allows Kingsolver to explore how global

ecological shifts play out on a human scale. The tension between the global
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and the local is a defining feature of the Anthropocene, and Kingsolver
navigates it with empathy and precision.

In addition, Flight Behavior engages with the ethical dimensions of the
Anthropocene. The novel poses difficult questions about responsibility,
agency, and justice. Who is to blame for climate change? Who suffers its
consequences? And what can individuals do in the face of such a massive,
systemic crisis? While Kingsolver does not offer easy answers, she suggests
that moral clarity begins with awareness and compassion. Dellarobia’s
evolution from passive observer to active participant in scientific research
illustrates the power of individual transformation. Though she cannot stop
climate change, she can choose to understand it, speak about it, and act in
ways that reflect her new knowledge. This message is especially resonant in
the context of the Anthropocene, where the scale of the problem often leads to
feelings of helplessness or apathy. Flight Behavior encourages readers to
move beyond despair and toward engagement. Moreover, Kingsolver
challenges the dominant narratives of control and mastery that have
characterized the Anthropocene. In traditional Western thought, humans are
often positioned as masters of nature and engineers of progress and
innovation.

Flight Behavior subverts this narrative by portraying nature as
unpredictable, powerful, and ultimately beyond human control. The
butterflies” migration is not something that can be corrected or redirected; it is
a sign of nature’s complexity and our limited understanding of it. Dr. Byron,
despite his expertise, is often humbled by the limits of scientific knowledge.

This humility is an important counterpoint to the hubris that has fueled the
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Anthropocene, suggesting that true sustainability requires a reorientation of
human values and expectations. In addition to its ecological themes, Flight
Behavior explores how gender intersects with environmental awareness in the
Anthropocene. Dellarobia’s role as a woman and mother positions her at the
center of domestic and environmental responsibility. Her journey reflects the
growing recognition within ecofeminism that women are disproportionately
affected by environmental degradation but also uniquely positioned to respond
to it. Dellarobia’s intuitive connection with the natural world, her resistance to
exploitation of the forest, and her willingness to question authority all mark
her as a figure of ecological resistance. Kingsolver thus aligns the personal
and the planetary, showing how the Anthropocene is lived not just in policy
and science but also in kitchens, schools, and homes. Kingsolver links
ecological crisis with social justice, highlighting how poor and marginalized
women are often closest to the front lines of climate change. It also
emphasizes that Dellarobia’s awakening is both ecological and feminist, she
comes to see her own oppression as part of a larger system that also exploits
nature. This intersectional understanding of the Anthropocene is critical, as it
challenges us to consider not just environmental science, but also ethics,
identity, and power.

Ultimately, Flight Behavior offers a compelling and necessary
reflection on life in the Anthropocene. By focusing on a single community
disrupted by a seemingly miraculous ecological event, Kingsolver draws
attention to the global patterns of climate change that are already reshaping the
world. Her novel invites readers to grapple with the moral, emotional, and

intellectual challenges of the Anthropocene and to consider what it means to
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live ethically in a time of planetary crisis. Through the story of Dellarobia and
the displaced monarchs, Kingsolver reveals that the path forward lies not in
denial or despair, but in attention, empathy, and the courage to change.

In Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver offers a powerful literary
reflection on the Anthropocene, the current geological epoch shaped by human
impact on the Earth. Through the unexpected migration of monarch butterflies
and the shifting Appalachian climate, Kingsolver dramatizes how ordinary
lives are entangled with global environmental crises. The novel shows that the
Anthropocene is not an abstract scientific concept but a lived experience that
affects communities, ecosystems, and personal identities. Characters like
Dellarobia begin to awaken to the irreversible consequences of human actions,
such as deforestation, climate change, and environmental disregard. The
butterflies, beautiful yet out of place, serve as a haunting symbol of ecological
disruption. In blending science with storytelling, Flight Behavior challenges
readers to recognize their role in shaping and potentially repairing a rapidly
changing world. Ultimately, Kingsolver’s work stands as a call for ecological
consciousness, empathy, and action in the face of the Anthropocene’s
challenges.

Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior powerfully intersects the themes
of the Anthropocene and ecofeminism, highlighting how environmental
degradation and the marginalization of women are deeply intertwined. The
Anthropocene, a term used to describe the current geological epoch in which
human activity is the dominant influence on climate and the environment is
represented in the novel through disrupted butterfly migrations, erratic weather

patterns, and the collapse of local ecosystems. These ecological disturbances
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mirror the personal struggles of the protagonist, Dellarobia Turnbow, whose
life reflects the social and gendered consequences of a changing planet.
Ecofeminism, as a theory that links the exploitation of nature with the
oppression of women, is embodied in Dellarobia’s journey from subjugation
within a patriarchal rural society to environmental awareness and self-
empowerment. Her domestic confinement and limited autonomy parallel the
destruction of the natural world around her. Just as the monarch butterflies are
displaced by climate change, Dellarobia is trapped in a life that denies her
voice and agency. Through her connection with nature and scientific
discovery, she begins to challenge both environmental and gender injustices.
Kingsolver thus presents a narrative where the ecological crises of the
Anthropocene are not separate from gender politics but are part of a shared
structure of domination and exploitation, making Flight Behavior a

compelling ecofeminist commentary on life in the Anthropocene.
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Chapter Four

Conclusion

Nature has been here long before us, trees, rivers, animals, the whole
living world existed and thrived without human interference. It doesn’t need
us to control it. In fact, we often do more harm than good. We take far more
than we give back, consuming the planet’s resources while doing little to
protect or restore the systems that keep us alive. If we’re going to survive, we
need to wake up to how deeply we depend on nature and learn how to live in
harmony with it, not above it. That means rethinking how we see ourselves,
our intelligence, and our role in the natural world.

Women have always been caretakers of the Earth. For generations,
they’ve quietly led the way in protecting water, land, forests, and wildlife
often using traditional knowledge and deep-rooted skills passed down through
communities and families. But despite their essential contributions, women are
still too often shut out of the conversations and decisions that shape
environmental policy. The same social systems that sideline women elsewhere
also silence them in environmental spaces.

As governance becomes more male-dominated, women’s voices and
knowledge are ignored or undervalued. They’re treated as outsiders, even
though they’ve always been at the heart of environmental care. And because
of the inequalities they already face, it’s even harder for them to speak up or
be heard in public decision-making. If we truly care about the future of our
planet, we must also care about who gets a say in how it’s protected.
Empowering women in environmental leadership isn’t just fair but it’s

essential.



In Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver uses the power of storytelling to
explore the urgent realities of climate change through the lens of climate
fiction. By centering the strange migration of monarch butterflies, she brings
the global crisis of climate change into the personal lives of her characters,
forcing them and us to reckon with the far-reaching consequences of human
actions on the natural world. The novel challenges anthropocentric views,
reminding us that humans are not separate from nature but deeply entangled
within it. At the center of it all is Dellarobia, a woman caught between
personal limitations and a rapidly shifting world. Her struggle isn’t just about
climate change it's also about navigating gender expectations, poverty, and a
deep yearning for something more. Through her eyes, Kingsolver gives voice
to the often-overlooked connections between environmental harm and social
injustice, especially the ways women bear the brunt of both. Dellarobia’s
awakening both to her own potential and to the fragile beauty of the world
around her echoes a larger call for empathy, awareness, and change. When we
look at Flight Behavior through the lenses of ecofeminism and the
Anthropocene, it becomes clear that this is more than a story about butterflies
or bad weather. It’s about how gender, ecology, and inequality intersect in
powerful, sometimes painful ways. Reflecting on the novel alongside
Kingsolver’s life, her writing style, and the symbolic depth of her storytelling,
we see how she invites us to care more deeply for the planet, for each other,
and for the futures we’re shaping together. Through this novel, she reminds us
that real change begins with paying attention and with the courage to imagine

something better.

43



Barbara Kingsolver helps us feel the emotional weight of living
through a changing climate. In Flight Behavior, the arrival of monarch
butterflies and strange weather patterns aren’t just background events. They
stir something deep and unsettling, especially in Dellarobia. She senses that
the world is shifting in ways that are hard to explain, and it leaves her with a
mix of wonder, fear, and urgency. This feeling of the uncanny sets her apart
from those around her. While Dellarobia is deeply affected, her family seems
untouched, more focused on getting through the day than reflecting on the
bigger picture. It's not that they don’t care; it’s that their lives are shaped by
real struggles, limited money, rigid traditions, and long-held beliefs that make
it hard to take action or even fully acknowledge what’s happening. Through
the quiet tensions and conversations between characters like Dellarobia, Cub,
Hester, Dovey, and Byron, Kingsolver gently shows us how climate change
doesn’t hit everyone the same way. Those who are already vulnerable like
women, the poor, the overlooked would often carry the heaviest emotional
burden, yet have the fewest resources to respond. Their silence or inaction
isn’t apathy; it’s survival. Through this What Kingsolver makes clear is that
our reactions to environmental crises are shaped not just by what we feel, but
by the lives we live. The uncanny sense of something being off in the natural
world isn’t just a psychological response but it’s deeply tied to the material
realities of class, culture, and belief. In this way, Flight Behavior becomes a
quiet but powerful call to see each other more clearly, to listen to those living
closest to the edge, and to recognize that true environmental care must include
justice and empathy for all. Kingsolver uses Dellarobia’s story to critique the

socio-economic structures that suppress both ecological awareness and
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personal agency. The symbolic arrival of the butterflies function as both a
literal event of ecological disruption signaling climate chaos and a metaphor
for Dellarobia’s awakening. The narrative structure of the novel reflects this
journey of realization, moving from passive observation to active engagement.
Her evolving relationship with Dr. Ovid Byron, a Black Caribbean-American
scientist, further complicates and enriches the narrative by highlighting the
dynamics of race, gender, class, and authority in environmental discourse.

In, Flight Behavior Kingsolver uses Dellarobia’s personal journey to
expose the deep-rooted social and economic forces that silence ecological
awareness and limit individual freedom. Dellarobia lives in a world where
daily survival often leaves little room for reflection, yet the unexpected arrival
of the monarch butterflies disrupts her routine in profound ways. These
fragile, misplaced creatures serve as both a warning of environmental
upheaval and a spark for personal transformation. As she begins to see her
world differently, the novel’s narrative mirrors this shift moving from quiet
observation to a more active and searching engagement with both nature and
self. Her evolving connection with Dr. Ovid Byron, a Black Caribbean-
American scientist adds further complexity to the story. Their conversations
uncover how race, gender, and class shape who gets to speak about the
environment, and whose knowledge counts. The Appalachian setting deepens
these themes. Kingsolver paints the region with affection and honesty,
showing its natural beauty alongside the economic struggles of its people. The
land and the community reflect each other’s vulnerabilities. Environmental
damage and human hardship are entwined, each shaping the other. Rather than

romanticizing rural life, Kingsolver presents it with empathy and realism,

45



revealing how environmental crisis is never just about the climate but it’s also
about inequality, resilience, and the quiet courage of those trying to live with
dignity on the edge of change.

Kingsolver doesn’t just mention ecofeminist ideas, she weaves them
deeply into the novel’s fabric. At its heart, ecofeminism argues that the
oppression of women and the exploitation of nature are connected, often
stemming from the same systems of power. We see this clearly in Dellarobia’s
story. Her growing awareness of both her personal constraints and the larger
environmental crisis reflects a central ecofeminist belief: that caring for the
earth and claiming one’s own voice are linked.

Throughout the novel, Kingsolver questions the way women’s
experiences especially those tied to the land are often overlooked or
undervalued. Dellarobia notices subtle changes in weather and the landscape
that others dismiss. At first, her insights don’t carry weight with scientists or
authority figures, but gradually, her knowledge proves crucial. This shift
pushes back against the old idea that reason and objectivity are always
separate from emotion or intuition or ideas that have historically sidelined
women’s perspectives. Instead, Kingsolver suggests that all ways of knowing
matter, especially when it comes to something as complex as climate change.

When it comes to the Anthropocene, Kingsolver brings it down to earth.
Rather than treating it as a distant or abstract concept, she shows how it plays
out in everyday life particularly in communities like Dellarobia’s, where the
impacts of climate change hit hardest. Even though people in these areas have
contributed the least to the problem, they often bear the brunt of its effects. By

focusing on their experiences, Flight Behavior challenges the idea that
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‘humanity’ is equally responsible. Instead, it asks us to look more closely at
how inequality, neglect, and historical exploitation shape the climate crisis.

Climate change is no longer just a topic for political debates, it becomes
part of our everyday culture. Stories and storytelling play a vital role in raising
awareness and encouraging more sustainable ways of living, all with the hope
of leaving behind a planet that future generations can actually live on.
Ecocriticism, which brings together literature, media, and environmental
concerns, has grown into a vibrant academic field. The founding of ASLE (the
Association for the Study of Literature and Environment) helped create a
global community of ecocritics and a growing body of climate-related
literature. The concept of the Anthropocene explores the idea that humans
have become a geological force that brings both exciting opportunities and
real challenges to how we think across different disciplines. One major
difficulty is that climate change operates on such vast time and space scales
that it can feel distant or abstract, making it hard for people to emotionally
connect. Literature steps in here as a powerful tool, using imagination to bring
climate issues closer to home. Writers try to capture these overwhelming
scales in more personal, relatable ways, using all sorts of genres from thrillers
and poetry to romance and literary fiction to climate stories. Some works look
to the future with dystopian or apocalyptic visions, while others stay grounded
in the present and explore realism.

Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior, for example, is a literary novel
that centres on its characters and their personal journeys to explore the
Anthropocene. Climate change here is not just a global crisis but something

deeply personal. Through the relationships and dialogue between characters
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especially Dellarobia and Ovid Byron, the reader gains knowledge alongside
them, making the experience more immersive. Even though Dellarobia’s story
eventually reaches a broader audience, the novel stays grounded in a specific
place, which helps build a strong emotional connection to the land and
community.

The novel also highlights the tension between local experience and
global consequences as a key challenge in climate communication. Kingsolver
uses subtle techniques, like chapter headings that mirror the way Dellarobia’s
view shifts between the local and the global, to illustrate how perspective
changes. By setting the story in the present, the novel invites readers to see
climate change as something happening right now, not in some far-off future.
While it’s still unclear whether this kind of local framing is the most effective,
the novel’s popularity suggests it resonates with readers.

Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior explores a range of
interconnected themes centered on environmental crisis, personal
transformation, and social inequality. At its core, the novel explores how
climate change, often seen as a distant or abstract problem, becomes real and
deeply personal when it touches the lives of a small, struggling community in
rural Tennessee which is a powerful metaphor for ecological disruption in the
Anthropocene. Kingsolver grounds this global issue in the local, lived
experiences of economically marginalized communities, showing how
environmental degradation is felt most acutely by those least responsible for it.
the novel also engages deeply with themes of self-discovery and awakening,
as her personal journey mirrors the unfolding environmental catastrophe. Her

evolving consciousness reflects the theme of transformation, both personal and
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ecological. Another major theme is eco-feminism, which links the exploitation
of nature with the oppression of women. Dellarobia’s intuitive understanding
of her environment, often dismissed by others, highlights how women’s
knowledge and labour are undervalued, especially in patriarchal and rural
settings. The novel also explores tensions between science and belief, as it
juxtaposes academic knowledge represented by scientist Ovid Byron with
community skepticism and religious explanations. Finally, Kingsolver
emphasizes the ethical role of storytelling, using literature as a tool to bridge
emotional and intellectual understanding of climate issues.

One of the most powerful aspects of the novel is how it uses storytelling
to connect people with the climate crisis in a deeply human way. Barbara
Kingsolver doesn’t lecture her readers or offer easy answers, she gives us real,
imperfect characters trying to make sense of a world that’s changing around
them. Instead of presenting heroes who fix everything, she shows us people
like Dellarobia, who struggle, question, and grow. This honesty matters
especially now, when conversations about climate change often swing between
fear and hopelessness. By grounding the crisis in emotions, relationships, and
everyday struggles, Kingsolver encourages readers to care not just with their
minds, but with their heart

When we bring together all the ideas explored in this study, it becomes
clear that Flight Behavior is more than just a novel about climate change it’s a
heartfelt, deeply human story about how we relate to the world around us.
Barbara Kingsolver doesn’t just talk about environmental destruction; she

invites us to think differently about our place in nature, to challenge the old
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ways we’re taught to value knowledge, and to see how climate issues are
closely tied to questions of gender, power, and inequality.

By putting a woman like Dellarobia Turnbow at the heart of the story, a
young mother from a poor, rural background Kingsolver shows how real
people experience environmental crisis in their daily lives. Dellarobia isn’t
trying to escape her life; she’s trying to understand it and grow within it. Her
journey is about waking up to what matters, finding strength in uncertainty,
and learning that caring for the planet goes hand in hand with caring for
ourselves and each other. This is the heart of ecofeminism: the belief that
compassion, connection, and community are just as important as scientific
facts when facing something as big as climate change.

As we live through a time of growing climate chaos, rising inequality,
and deep social division, stories like Flight Behavior become more important
than ever. They remind us that the way we talk about nature, the roles we give
to women and marginalized voices, and the stories we choose to believe all
shape how we respond to the future. Kingsolver’s novel reminds us that hope
isn't foolish, it’s a conscious choice. It’s about continuing to care, even when
things feel uncertain. And in a world that urgently needs more empathy and
action, that kind of hope is not just powerful it’s essential.

The open-ended conclusion of Flight Behavior is Barbara Kingsolver’s
way of leaving readers with a choice: to face disaster head-on or to finally take
flight and make a change. By portraying the climate crisis through personal,
emotional, and lived experience, Kingsolver urges us to pause and reflect
because second thoughts, in this context, might be our only chance to shift

course. The novel calls for a greater awareness of our relationship with the
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natural world and highlights the urgent need for change, not just in policy or
science, but in how we see ourselves as part of a larger ecosystem.

Kingsolver blends scientific insight with creative storytelling, showing
how humans, knowingly or not, contribute to their own downfall by
continually harming the environment. She stresses the importance of
rebuilding a sense of balance between the human and non-human world
between us and everything we depend on to survive. Throughout the novel,
scientific and ecological truths are woven seamlessly into the narrative,
reflecting Barry Commoner’s famous principle: “everything is connected to
everything else” (29).At the same time, Kingsolver pushes us to consider that
fiction, too, can be a powerful way of understanding science and sparking
change.

This is where the true strength of literature lies: in its ability to generate
empathy across distances, not just across continents, but across generations.
That’s one reason climate fiction, or cli-fi, matters so much today. In a world
where climate reports and data can feel overwhelming or abstract, cli-fi brings
those realities to life. It helps readers feel the crisis, not just understand it.
Through emotional, character-driven stories, these narratives make climate
change personal, helping people imagine its impact in their own lives.

Literature has the unique power to awaken awareness. It doesn’t just
inform it stirs something within us. Writers like Kingsolver take the tools of
culture in story, character, setting and use them to make climate risks real,
relatable, and urgent. As our globalized world grows more complex, it
becomes harder to feel connected, responsible, or hopeful. But stories can help

us reclaim those feelings. They ask us to see the Earth not just as a resource,
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but as a shared home and to rethink how our actions, like burning fossil fuels
or cutting down forests, affect everyone and everything around us.

Climate fiction reminds us that it’s not too late. It encourages us to
rethink our attitudes toward nature and believe that change is possible. If we
can alter how we relate to the environment not out of fear, but out of care and
connection, then there’s still hope for healing. Through stories, we’re not just
warned of what’s to come; we’re given the chance to imagine a better way
forward.

This project has explored Flight Behavior through the dual lenses of
ecofeminism and the Anthropocene, revealing how Barbara Kingsolver
intricately weaves environmental and feminist concerns into a compelling
narrative. The analysis has shown that Flight Behavior is not merely a story
about climate change but a deeply layered critique of the socio-political
structures that underpin both ecological destruction and gendered oppression.

A key finding of this project is how Kingsolver employs the lived
experiences of her protagonist, Dellarobia Turnbow, to foreground the
interconnectedness of environmental degradation and the marginalization of
women. Dellarobia’s personal journey from domestic confinement to
ecological awareness mirrors the awakening of environmental consciousness
in a society dominated by patriarchal and capitalist ideologies. This
transformation reflects a central ecofeminist belief: that women's knowledge,
often rooted in embodied, local, and relational experience, is vital for
understanding and responding to ecological crises.

The novel’s portrayal of climate change through the mysterious

migration of monarch butterflies serves as a potent metaphor for the disruption
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caused by human actions in the Anthropocene. Kingsolver critiques the
anthropocentric mindset that isolates humans from nature, while
simultaneously challenging the scientific and political narratives that often
exclude or diminish the voices of rural, working-class women. In doing so, she
aligns with ecofeminist efforts to democratize ecological knowledge and
highlight the value of emotional, ethical, and experiential ways of knowing.

Additionally, the novel emphasizes the importance of care, community,
and interdependence all central ecofeminist values as essential to confronting
the challenges of the Anthropocene. Through the Turnbow family's struggles,
Kingsolver reveals how systemic inequalities economic, gendered, and
environmental are interwoven, and must be addressed together.

In conclusion, Flight Behavior exemplifies how literature can serve as a
powerful vehicle for ecofeminist thought and Anthropocene discourse.
Kingsolver’s narrative not only critiques the environmental and social
injustices of our era but also gestures toward a more inclusive, empathetic, and
sustainable future. The findings of this project affirm that ecofeminism, with
its holistic and justice-oriented approach, provides a vital framework for
interpreting climate literature and imagining transformative responses to the

ecological challenges of the Anthropocene.

53



Works Cited

Commoner, Barry. The Closing Circle: Nature, Man, and Technology. Knopf,
1971, p. 29.

Crutzen, Paul J. “Geology of Mankind.” Earth System Science in the
Anthropocene:Emerging Issues and Problems, edited by Eckart Ehlers
and Thomas Krafft, Springer, 2006, p. 13.

Gausvami, Surbhi A. “Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior: Dystopian
Novel.” International Journal of Architectural Heritage, vol. 7, no. 1,
22 Apr. 2024, pp. 1-7. JournalsPub,

https://journalspub.com/publication/ijah/article=6079.

Griffin, Susan. Woman and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her. Harper & Row,
1978, p. 226.

Kingsolver, Barbara. Flight Behavior. Faber and Faber, 2012, p. 359.

Mahmoud, Alshaimaa. “Ecofeminism in Selected Novels by Barbara
Kingsolver, No Violet Bulawayo, and Anita Nair: A Comparative
Study.” Egyptian RussianUniversity Research Journal(ERURJ), vol. 4,
no. 1, Mar. 2024. DOI: 10.21608/erurj.2024.264427.1112

Morton, Timothy. The Ecological Thought. Harvard University Press, 2010, p.
28.

Phukan, Baby Ritu. “Exploring Female Empowerment and Environmental
Activism in Barbara Kingsolver's FlightBehavior.” International
Journal of InnovativeResearch in Technology (IJIRT), vol. 12, no. 2,
July 2025, pp. 1195-1200. ISSN 2349-6002.

Rao, T. Eswar. “Woman and Climate Change in Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight

Behavior.” The Creative Launcher, vol. 5, no. 6, 28 Feb. 2021,

54


https://journalspub.com/publication/ijah/article=6079

Perception Publishing, India. DOl:

https://doi.org/10.53032/TCL.2021.5.6.10.  Accessed via Redalyc,

https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.0a?id=703873514010

55


https://doi.org/10.53032/
https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=703873514010

