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PREFACE

Racism has long been a deeply rooted issue in society, affecting individuals and
communities through discrimination, injustice, and inequality. Richard Wright’s Black Boy is
a powerful memoir that explores the harsh realities of growing up Black in the segregated
American South. Through his personal experiences, Wright reveals how racism limits
opportunities, suppresses voices, and creates fear and isolation. The novel not only highlights
the daily struggles faced by African Americans but also captures one man’s determination to
rise above oppression and claim his identity and voice. Black Boy stands as a moving reminder

of the impact of racism and the importance of fighting for freedom, dignity, and equality.

This project explores the pervasive themes of racism and oppression in Black American
literature, centred on Richard Wright’s seminal work Black Boy. It is structured in four chapters.
The first chapter titled “Introduction” is an encounter to the historical and cultural significance
of Black American literature, highlighting its evolution and major contributors. The Second
Chapter, “Racism; A Theoretical Perspective” delves into the concept of racism in detail—its
origins, manifestations, and systemic impact globally and in the U.S. The Third Chapter
“Oppression in Black Boy” presents a detailed literary analysis of Black Boy, examining
Wright’s portrayal of racial trauma, identity, resistance, and the transformative power of

literacy. The Final Chapter “Conclusion” sums up the findings of study.



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

American literature is a rich and diverse body of work that reflects the country's
complex history, cultural heritage, and geographical vastness. From the early colonial
period to the present day, American literature has evolved through various movements and
styles, shaped by the experiences, perspectives, and voices of its writers. The literature
encompasses a wide range of voices, styles, and themes, reflecting the country's
multicultural heritage, and has been characterized by experimentation, social commentary,
and a focus on the human condition. Influential American writers such as Mark Twain,
Edith Wharton, Toni Morrison, and Ernest Hemingway have made significant
contributions to the literary canon, exploring themes such as identity, morality, and the
American experience. Through its diverse and ever-changing landscape, American
literature continues to play a significant role in shaping the country's cultural identity and

exploring the complexities of the human experience.

Black American literature is a vital and dynamic part of the American literary
canon, reflecting the experiences, struggles, and triumphs of Black Americans throughout
history. From the early works of Phillis Wheatley and Jupiter Hammon to the
contemporary writings of Toni Morrison, Ta-Nehisi Coates, and Angela Davis, Black
American literature has played a crucial role in shaping American cultural identity and
exploring the complexities of the Black experience. The literature encompasses a wide
range of themes, including racism and oppression, identity and self-definition, and
resistance and activism, offering a nuanced and multifaceted exploration of the Black
American experience. Through its diverse and ever-changing landscape, Black American
literature continues to challenge dominant narratives and stereotypes, shape American

cultural identity, and inspire social change. The works of I influential Black

American writers such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, and
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Toni Morrison have had a profound impact on American literature, exploring the

legacy of slavery, racism, and Black American identity. Their writing has not only reflected
the experiences of Black Americans but has also influenced generations of writers and
activists, shaping the course of American literary history. Black American literature has also
played a significant role in shaping American cultural identity, reflecting the diversity and
complexity of the American experience. By exploring the complexities of the Black
experience, Black American literature has offered a unique perspective on American
society, challenging readers to confront the harsh realities of racism and oppression.
Furthermore, Black American literature has inspired social change, advocating for justice,
equality, and human rights. Through its powerful and thought-provoking works, Black
American literature continues to be a vital part of the American literary canon, offering a
nuanced and multifaceted exploration of the Black American experience. The significance
of Black American literature lies in its ability to challenge dominant narratives, shape
American cultural identity, and inspire social change, making it an essential part of
American literary history. As a literary tradition, Black American literature continues to
evolve, reflecting the changing experiences and perspectives of Black Americans.
Contemporary writers such as Ta-Nehisi Coates, Angela Davis, and Jesmyn Ward are
pushing the boundaries of form, style, and theme, exploring the complexities of the Black
experience in America. Their work builds on the foundation laid by earlier generations of
Black American writers, continuing the conversation about racism, identity, and social
justice. Through its rich and diverse literary tradition, Black American literature offers a
powerful and thought- provoking exploration of the Black American experience,
challenging readers to confront the harsh realities of racism and oppression. Ultimately,
Black American literature is a testament to the resilience and creativity of Black Americans,
offering a nuanced and multifaceted exploration of the Black experience in America. By
exploring the complexities of the Black experience, Black American literature provides

a unique perspective on American society, challenging readers to think critically
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about the world around them. As a literary tradition, Black American literature continues
to thrive, offering a powerful and thought-provoking exploration of the Black American

experience.

Black American literature explores a wide range of themes that reflect the
experiences, struggles, and triumphs of Black Americans. These themes include identity,
racism and social injustice, resilience, community and family, cultural heritage, liberation,
and spirituality. The exploration of identity is a multifaceted journey, delving into the
tension between individuality and collective experience, as writers like Ralph Ellison in
"Invisible Man" and Angie Thomas in "The Hate U Give" examine the alienation that arises
when one's identity is overlooked or diminished by societal forces. Racism and social
injustice remain urgent themes, serving as a mirror to reflect the realities of Black life and
a catalyst for change, as seen in the works of James Baldwin and Richard Wright. The
Harlem Renaissance emphasized themes of cultural pride, artistic expression, and racial
identity, setting the stage for modern Black American literature. Through vivid storytelling
and compelling themes, authors challenge societal norms, advocate for justice, and inspire
change, making Black American literature a powerful tool for activism and social

commentary.

Black American literature boasts a rich array of influential writers who have
shaped the literary landscape. Pioneers like Phillis Wheatley, the first published African
American poet, and Frederick Douglass, whose slave narrative detailed his fight for
freedom, laid the groundwork. The Harlem Renaissance brought forth luminaries like
Langston Hughes, known for his innovative "jazz poetry," and Zora Neale Hurston, whose
novel "Their Eyes Were Watching God" remains a classic. James Baldwin's powerful
essays and fiction probed the complexities of Black identity, while Toni Morrison's novels,

such as "Beloved" and "Song of Solomon," explored the legacy of slavery and
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racism. Other notable writers include Richard Wright, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Lorraine
Hansberry, each contributing to a vibrant literary tradition that continues to evolve and
inspire. These writers have not only reflected the Black American experience but have also
challenged societal norms, advocated for justice, and inspired change, leaving an indelible

mark on American literature.

Richard Wright, one of the most important and influential African American
writers of the 20th century, is best known for his powerful depictions of racial oppression
and the psychological effects of systemic racism. His works continue to be a cornerstone
in the study of African American literature, providing an unflinching look at the struggles
faced by Black individuals in a society deeply entrenched in racial inequality. One of his
most significant contributions to the canon of Black literature is his autobiographical work,
Black Boy (1945), a powerful narrative that explores his early life in the racially segregated
South and his quest for intellectual and personal liberation. Through Black Boy, Wright
provides a searing commentary on the dehumanizing effects of racism, and the work
remains a vital text in understanding the emotional, social, and psychological toll of racial
oppression. Wright’s works, including Native Son (1940), Black Boy, and The Outsider
(1953), represent some of the most groundbreaking literature of the 20th century. His
exploration of race, identity, and alienation within the context of American society paved
the way for many future writers who sought to address themes of racial inequality, social
justice, and the complexities of Black identity. Wright’s ability to blend personal
experience with broader social critique has cemented his place as one of the foremost

voices in African American literature.
This introduction provides an overview of Richard Wright’s early life, his works,
and the themes of racism and oppression that permeate his writing. By focusing

specifically on Black Boy, this analysis will show how Wright's personal journey
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reflects the larger struggle of Black Americans in the face of an entrenched system of racial
oppression. Through an examination of Wright’s biography and works, we will explore
how his experiences shaped his literary voice and how Black Boy stands as a powerful

testament to the intersection of personal struggle and societal injustice.

Richard Nathaniel Wright was born on September 4, 1908, in Roxie, Mississippi,
a small town located in the rural South. His early life was marked by poverty, instability, and
the oppressive climate of racial segregation that defined the Jim Crow South. Wright’s
father, Nathaniel Wright, abandoned the family when Richard was only five years old,
leaving his mother, Ella Wright, to raise him and his siblings on her own. His mother, who
was a schoolteacher, worked tirelessly to provide for the family, but the harsh economic
conditions of the time made it extremely difficult for them to escape the cycle of poverty.
As a result, Wright spent much of his childhood moving between various relatives and

struggling to find stability.

Wright’s exposure to racial prejudice and violence began at an early age. As a
young boy, he was forced to contend with the harsh realities of a segregated society. His
earliest memories include seeing white people treat Black people with disdain and cruelty,
and he was often subjected to violent and humiliating experiences due to his race. His
encounters with the brutality of white supremacy shaped his worldview, instilling in him a
sense of rage and alienation that would inform much of his later writing. Despite these
difficult circumstances, Wright was a voracious reader, and books became his refuge from
the harshness of his environment. At a young age, he discovered a deep love for literature,
which allowed him to imagine a world beyond the oppressive confines of his immediate
surroundings. Wright’s mother, although struggling with her own hardships, recognized
her son’s intellectual potential and encouraged him to pursue his love of reading. He began
to read books that exposed him to new ideas and challenged the racial ideologies that

surrounded him. These early intellectual awakenings were crucial to Wright’s



development as a writer, as they sparked in him a desire to understand the world in ways

that transcended the racial boundaries imposed upon him.

Wright’s early life in Mississippi was marked by both physical and emotional
trauma, which served as a crucible for the development of his racial consciousness. The
pervasive presence of white supremacy in his environment had a profound impact on him,
and he quickly realized that as a Black person, he was subject to a different set of rules and
expectations. Wright’s interactions with his peers, teachers, and even family members
highlighted the deep divisions of race and class that were inherent in the social structure of
the South. His sense of alienation from both the white and Black communities grew as he

became more acutely aware of the limitations imposed on him by the color of his skin.

One of the defining moments in Wright’s early life came when he witnessed the
violent death of a Black man at the hands of white men. This traumatic event, along with
the constant threat of violence that loomed over Black communities in the South, led Wright
to develop a profound sense of distrust and resentment toward white society. As a result,
he became increasingly cynical about the possibility of achieving any kind of racial
equality in the South. This disillusionment with the South’s racial system would later
propel Wright to seek a new life in the North, where he hoped to escape the stifling racial

atmosphere of the South and find greater intellectual and personal freedom.

Wright’s decision to leave Mississippi and move to Chicago in the early 1930s
marked a turning point in his life and career. It was in Chicago that Wright encountered a
more complex and nuanced form of racial discrimination, but it was also here that he began
to seriously pursue his writing. His experiences in Chicago, particularly his involvement
in leftist political organizations, deeply influenced his understanding of race, class, and

power in America.



His exposure to new ideas and ideologies, including Marxism, broadened his
intellectual horizons and allowed him to see the systemic nature of racial oppression, not
only in the South but across the United States. Richard Wright’s literary career began in
earnest when he moved to Chicago and began writing for Black newspapers such as the
Chicago Defender and The Daily Worker. These early writings focused on issues of racial
inequality and the struggles of working-class Black people. His first major published work,
Uncle Tom’s Children (1938), is a collection of short stories that dramatize the impact of
racism on the lives of Black people in the South. These stories, like much of Wright’s later
work, portray the lives of Black men and women who are subjected to physical and

emotional violence at the hands of white society.

However, it was Wright’s second book, Native Son (1940), that brought him
widespread recognition and cemented his place as a leading figure in African American
literature. Native Son tells the story of Bigger Thomas, a young Black man living in
Chicago who is caught in a downward spiral of poverty, anger, and frustration. The novel
explores themes of racial alienation, violence, and the psychological effects of systemic
oppression. Bigger’s tragic fate highlights the ways in which racism not only affects Black
individuals physically but also distorts their sense of identity and self-worth. Native Son
was groundbreaking in its portrayal of the complexities of Black life in urban America,
and it sparked intense debates about race, class, and the responsibility of the artist to engage

with social issues.
In addition to Native Son, Wright’s other works include The Outsider (1953),
which deals with the themes of existentialism and individual alienation, and Black Power

(1954), a political work that explores the Black liberation movement and Wright’s



evolving views on race and activism. Throughout his career, Wright continued to grapple
with questions of race, identity, and the nature of American society. His works are marked
by a profound sense of alienation and a deep questioning of the forces that shape human
existence. Perhaps the most personal of all of Wright’s works is his autobiography, Black
Boy (1945). This memoir traces Wright’s early life in Mississippi and his eventual move
to Chicago. It is a poignant and often harrowing account of his struggles with racism,
poverty, and the emotional trauma of growing up in a racially divided society. Black Boy
also explores Wright’s intellectual development and his growing desire to escape the
limitations of both his immediate environment and the broader racial structures of
American society. In this work, Wright lays bare the emotional and psychological scars
left by years of racial oppression, providing readers with an intimate portrait of the ways

in which racism permeates every aspect of Black life in America.

Richard Wright’s Black Boy offers an unflinching exploration of the
psychological, emotional, and social effects of racism and oppression on Black Americans.
The narrative is not merely a personal account of Wright’s early life but a broader
examination of how racism permeates every aspect of Black existence in a racially
segregated society. At the heart of Black Boy lies the theme of racial identity and the brutal
impact of systemic racism on the selthood and mental well-being of African Americans.
Wright’s early life in the South—particularly in Mississippi—is marked by a series of
profound and painful experiences that reveal the depth of racial oppression in both overt
and subtle forms. This theme of oppression is woven throughout his autobiography,
showing how the pervasive social, economic, and cultural forces of white supremacy shape
not only his personal experiences but also the larger lived realities of all Black people. As
Wright navigates a society where Black individuals are treated as subhuman, he confronts

both institutionalized racism



and the internalized racism within the Black community, setting the stage for his search

for identity, self-affirmation, and autonomy.

Richard Wright's motivation to write Black Boy stemmed from his experiences
growing up in the Jim Crow South, where he faced poverty, racism, and limited
opportunities. Through his autobiographical novel, Wright aimed to expose the harsh
realities of racism, seeking to enlighten both Black and white audiences about the brutal
realities of systemic oppression. By sharing his story, Wright asserted his presence, resisted
dehumanization, and explored his own identity amidst societal constraints. His work was
a call to action, urging readers to engage with systemic injustices and confront the harsh
realities of life under Jim Crow laws. Writing Black Boy was also a means for Wright to
cope with his experiences, find solace in literature, and empower himself through self-
expression. Ultimately, Wright's determination to become a writer despite opposition and
his desire to influence readers to speak up against discrimination are evident throughout the

book, making Black Boy a powerful commentary on the Black American experience.

Black American literature has long been a powerful platform for exploring the
themes of racism and oppression, with Richard Wright's Black Boy being a seminal work in
this context. Wright's autobiographical novel is a searing portrayal of the racist attitudes and
oppressive systems that dominated the Jim Crow South, where Wright grew up. Through
his personal experiences, Wright sheds light on the dehumanizing effects of racism, the
struggle for identity and self-expression, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face
of adversity. Black Boy is a classic example of how Black American literature has been used
to challenge societal norms, expose racial injustices, and advocate for social change,
making it a crucial work in understanding the complexities of racism and oppression in

America.
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This project explores racism and oppression in Black American literature,
focusing on Richard Wright's Black Boy. It examines the historical roots of racism in the US
and analyzes Wright's portrayal of its dehumanizing effects. Through a close reading of
the novel, the project sheds light on the struggle for identity and self-expression,
highlighting the resilience of the human spirit amidst adversity. By analyzing Wright's
work, the project aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the Black American
experience and the ongoing struggles of Black people in the US, demonstrating literature's

power to challenge societal norms and advocate for social change.
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CHAPTER TWO

RACISM; A THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE

Racism is a deeply entrenched social issue that has shaped societies across history. At
its core, racism is the belief that one race is superior to another, often resulting in discrimination,
exclusion, and systemic inequality. While it manifests in various forms—individual,
institutional, and structural—understanding racism through theoretical perspectives helps
reveal its roots, mechanisms, and persistence. Theoretical frameworks such as Critical Race
Theory, Functionalism, Conflict Theory, and Symbolic Interactionism offer valuable lenses
through which to examine racism. This essay explores these perspectives and how they
contribute to our understanding of racism in both historical and contemporary contexts.

Racism as a concept has evolved over centuries, often being used as a justification for
colonization, slavery, and segregation. European colonial powers, in the 15th to 19th centuries,
imposed racial hierarchies to dominate African, Asian, and Indigenous populations. In the
United States, racism was institutionalized through slavery, Jim Crow laws, and segregation,
reinforcing white supremacy and excluding Black Americans from social, economic, and
political opportunities. This historical backdrop laid the foundation for systemic racism that
persists today.

From a structural-functionalist point of view, racism is seen as a social dysfunction—a
disruption in the system that prevents equilibrium. Although early functionalist thinkers
sometimes ignored race, modern functionalists argue that racism destabilizes society by
preventing equal participation in social institutions. It reinforces divisions that lead to social
unrest and inequality, harming both individuals and society as a whole. Rooted in Marxist
thought, conflict theory views racism as a tool used by dominant groups to maintain power and
control over resources. Racism allows elite classes to divide the working class and prevent

solidarity. For example, white laborers were historically set against Black workers,
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keeping wages low and profits high. Racism, in this view, is not accidental but an intentional
mechanism of oppression.

This micro-level theory focuses on everyday interactions and meanings. Racism is seen
as constructed through language, symbols, and behaviors. Through repeated negative portrayals
of racial minorities in media, education, and social institutions, individuals internalize and
reproduce racist ideas. Symbolic interactionism helps explain how prejudice and stereotypes
are taught and reinforced through daily life.

CRT emerged from legal studies and argues that racism is embedded in the fabric of
laws, policies, and institutions. It challenges the idea of colorblindness and asserts that systemic
racism is a permanent and pervasive feature of society. It focuses on the lived experiences of
marginalized groups and aims to give voice to their perspectives, emphasizing
intersectionality—how race, gender, class, and other identities intersect.

Post Colonial theory examines racism through the legacy of colonialism. It argues that
racial hierarchies were constructed during European imperial expansion and still persist today
through cultural, economic, and political dominance. Postcolonial theorists such as Frantz
Fanon explored how colonized peoples internalize racism and experience alienation.

Racism is a longstanding and deeply ingrained form of discrimination based on race
or ethnicity. It involves the belief that different races possess distinct characteristics, abilities,
or qualities, leading to the idea that some races are inherently superior or inferior to others.
These beliefs have been used to justify unequal treatment, oppression, and violence throughout
history. Although society has made progress in addressing racism, it continues to shape social
structures, institutions, and interpersonal relationships. To understand the full scope of racism,
we must examine its historical roots, its various forms, its global presence, its devastating

impacts, and the efforts needed to eliminate it.

The origins of racism can be traced back to ancient societies, where cultural and
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ethnic differences often determined how people were treated. However, the modern
conception of racism largely took shape during the age of European colonial expansion,
particularly from the 15th century onwards. As European powers colonized Africa, Asia,
and the Americas, they developed ideologies that positioned white Europeans as superior to
the people they conquered. These ideologies were reinforced by distorted interpretations of
science and religion, leading to the dehumanization of indigenous populations and the
justification of slavery, exploitation, and genocide. One of the most horrific examples was
the transatlantic slave trade, in which millions of Africans were forcibly taken to the

Americas and enslaved under the premise that they were racially inferior.

Over time, racism evolved into a systemic force that became embedded in
institutions and cultures. It manifests in multiple forms—ranging from personal prejudice to
structural inequality. Individual racism is perhaps the most visible form, involving overt acts
of discrimination, hate speech, or violence committed by one person against another based
on race. These acts often stem from stereotypes and ignorance and are frequently condemned
in public discourse. However, racism also operates in more subtle and insidious ways, such
as through unconscious bias or microaggressions, which are everyday slights or insults that

convey derogatory messages.

Beyond individual acts, racism becomes even more harmful when it is
institutionalized. Institutional racism refers to the policies, practices, and procedures within
organizations and governments that systematically disadvantage certain racial groups. For
example, in the criminal justice system, studies have shown that people of color are more
likely to be stopped, searched, arrested, and sentenced more harshly than their white
counterparts for similar offenses. In education, schools in predominantly minority
neighborhoods often receive less funding, fewer resources, and less experienced teachers,

which contributes to achievement gaps and long-term disadvantages. These disparities are
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not the result of personal prejudice alone, but of entrenched systems that reproduce

inequality over time.

Structural racism goes even deeper. It encompasses the interconnected web of
institutions, historical legacies, social practices, and economic systems that perpetuate racial
inequality across generations. Unlike individual or institutional racism, structural racism is
not confined to one domain—it affects housing, healthcare, employment, political
representation, and more. A clear example is housing discrimination: redlining practices in
the 20th century prevented Black families in the U.S. from buying homes in certain
neighborhoods or obtaining mortgages, leading to stark racial disparities in wealth that
persist today. These systemic barriers make it difficult for marginalized communities to
break the cycle of poverty and exclusion and representations that reinforce the superiority
of one culture over others. Media portrayals, educational materials, and popular culture often
elevate white or Western norms while devaluing or stereotyping other cultures. This can
lead to the erasure of minority histories, the normalization of racist tropes, and the
internalization of inferiority by marginalized groups. For instance, beauty standards that
favor light skin, straight hair, and Eurocentric features can contribute to low self-esteem

among people of color and reinforce discriminatory attitudes.

Racism is not confined to any one country or region—it is a global issue. In the United
States, racism has shaped the nation since its founding, from the genocide of Native
Americans to slavery and segregation. Despite progress during the civil rights movement,
racial disparities remain in policing, healthcare, and wealth distribution. In South Africa,
apartheid institutionalized racial segregation and white supremacy for nearly five decades
until it officially ended in 1994. In Europe, rising anti-immigrant sentiment and
Islamophobia have led to increased discrimination against people of Middle Eastern,

African, and South Asian descent. In countries like China and Myanmar, ethnic minorities
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such as the Uighurs and Rohingya face systemic persecution. Each context has its own
unique dynamics, but the underlying patterns of racial hierarchy, exclusion, and oppression
are strikingly similar.

The impacts of racism are far-reaching and deeply harmful. On an individual level,
victims of racism often suffer from psychological distress, including anxiety, depression,
and feelings of isolation. The stress of experiencing racism—sometimes referred to as
“racial trauma”—can have long-term mental and physical health consequences. Racism also
creates barriers to opportunity and success. Economic disparities between racial groups are
evident in income, employment, and wealth. For example, in many countries, minority
populations have higher unemployment rates, lower incomes, and limited access to career
advancement opportunities. These economic inequalities are compounded by educational
disparities, as underfunded schools and discriminatory practices limit academic achievement

and future prospects.

Healthcare is another area where racism has devastating effects. Studies show that
people of color often receive lower-quality care, face implicit bias from healthcare providers,
and experience higher rates of chronic diseases. In the U.S., Black women are more likely
to die during childbirth than white women, regardless of income or education level—a stark
indicator of systemic racism in medicine. Environmental racism is another concern:
communities of color are more likely to live near hazardous waste sites, industrial pollution,
and areas with poor air and water quality, leading to higher rates of illness and shorter life

expectancy.

Racism also erodes social cohesion and democratic principles. It fosters division,
distrust, and violence, often leading to civil unrest. Hate crimes and racially motivated attacks
can destabilize communities and create a climate of fear. Moreover, racism undermines

democratic ideals of equality and justice. When entire groups are systematically excluded
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from political participation or denied equal protection under the law, democracy becomes
hollow and unjust. Discriminatory voting laws, gerrymandering, and underrepresentation in
government are examples of how racism can distort political systems and maintain unequal

power structures.

Despite the persistence of racism, there have always been efforts to resist and
dismantle it. Abolitionist movements in the 18th and 19th centuries fought to end slavery. The
civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s challenged segregation and achieved significant
legal victories, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In South
Africa, activists like Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu led the struggle against apartheid.
More recently, movements like Black Lives Matter have brought international attention to
police violence and systemic racism. These movements are often driven by grassroots activism

and supported by artists, intellectuals, and allies from diverse backgrounds.

Education is one of the most powerful tools in combating racism. Teaching accurate
history, fostering critical thinking, and promoting empathy can challenge harmful beliefs
and build a more inclusive society. Schools must include the histories and perspectives of
marginalized groups in their curricula and address racism openly. Media and entertainment
also play a crucial role. Diverse representation in film, television, and literature can

challenge stereotypes and humanize experiences that are often ignored or misrepresented.

Policy change is essential for addressing institutional and structural racism.
Governments must implement equitable policies in housing, education, healthcare, and
employment. Data collection on racial disparities, anti-discrimination laws, affirmative
action, and targeted social programs are steps toward greater equity. At the same time,
institutions must be held accountable for discriminatory practices. Internal reviews, diversity
and inclusion training, and transparent hiring and promotion practices can help reduce bias

and increase representation.
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Personal responsibility is also vital. Individuals must confront their own biases, listen
to marginalized voices, and speak out against racism in their communities. Allyship— when
people from dominant groups support the struggles of oppressed groups—is crucial in the
fight for justice. True allyship involves more than words; it requires action, self-education,
and the willingness to challenge racism even when it is uncomfortable. Racism, the belief in
the inherent superiority or inferiority of individuals based on their racial or ethnic group, has
been a pervasive force throughout human history. It has shaped societies, justified atrocities,
and influenced cultural narratives across the globe. Understanding the historical roots and
evolution of racism is crucial to addressing its present-day manifestations and working
toward a more equitable future.

In ancient civilizations, distinctions between peoples were often based on cultural,
linguistic, or religious differences rather than race as we understand it today. The Greeks and
Romans, for instance, viewed themselves as culturally superior but did not categorize people
into rigid racial groups. However, as societies expanded and encountered diverse peoples,

early forms of ethnocentrism began to emerge.

During the Middle Ages, the concept of race was still fluid. Religious identity played
a significant role in defining group membership. The Crusades, for example, were framed
as religious wars between Christians and Muslims, with little emphasis on racial differences.
However, as European exploration and colonization began in the late 15th century, the
foundations for modern racial ideologies were laid.

The Age of Exploration marked a significant turning point in the history of racism.
As Europeans ventured into Africa, the Americas, and Asia, they encountered peoples with
different physical characteristics, languages, and customs. These encounters often led to the
development of racial hierarchies, with Europeans placing themselves at the top. The

transatlantic slave trade, which began in the 16th century, was a direct consequence of
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emerging racial ideologies. Africans were forcibly taken from their homeland and sold into
slavery in the Americas. To justify this inhumane practice, Europeans propagated the belief
that Africans were inherently inferior and suited for servitude. This pseudo-scientific racism
became deeply embedded in Western thought and institutions.

The 18th and 19th centuries saw the rise of scientific racism, where scholars attempted
to use science to validate racial hierarchies. Figures like Carl Linnaeus and Johann Friedrich
Blumenbach classified humans into distinct races, often placing Europeans at the top of the
hierarchy. These classifications were based on physical characteristics such as skull shape

and skin color, with little regard for cultural or environmental factors.

The Enlightenment, a period emphasizing reason and individualism, paradoxically
contributed to the entrenchment of racial ideologies. While advocating for liberty and
equality, many Enlightenment thinkers held racist views, believing that non-Europeans were
incapable of self- governance and thus justified colonial domination.

European colonial powers established empires across Africa, Asia, and the Americas,
often subjugating indigenous populations. Colonial policies were explicitly racist, with laws
and practices designed to maintain European superiority and control. In the Americas,
indigenous peoples were displaced or exterminated, and Africans were enslaved to work on
plantations In the United States, institutional racism became codified through laws such as
the Jim Crow laws, which enforced racial segregation and disenfranchised Black Americans.
Similarly, in South Africa, apartheid laws institutionalized racial segregation and
discrimination against non-white populations.

Throughout history, oppressed peoples have resisted racial oppression. In the United
States, the abolitionist movement sought to end slavery, culminating in the Civil War and
the Emancipation Proclamation. The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s

challenged segregation and discrimination, leading to landmark legislation such as the Civil
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Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Internationally, decolonization movements in Africa and Asia led to the
independence of numerous nations, challenging the racial hierarchies imposed by colonial
powers. Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela became symbols of resistance
against racial oppression.

Despite significant progress, racism continues to manifest in various forms today. In
many countries, systemic racism persists in institutions such as education, healthcare, and
the criminal justice system. Disparities in wealth, employment, and housing often correlate

with race, reflecting deep-seated inequalities.

Cultural racism also remains prevalent, with stereotypes and prejudices perpetuated
through media, literature, and popular culture. These representations reinforce negative
perceptions of marginalized racial and ethnic groups, contributing to ongoing
discrimination.

Racism is not confined to any one region or group. In Europe, for instance, the legacy
of colonialism continues to affect racial dynamics. Immigrant communities, particularly
those from former colonies, often face discrimination and marginalization. Similarly, in Asia,
ethnic minorities such as the Rohingya in Myanmar and the Uighurs in China experience

persecution based on their racial or ethnic identity.

In Latin America, the concept of "mestizaje" or racial mixing has been used to
promote the idea of a racially harmonious society. However, this narrative often obscures
the ongoing discrimination faced by indigenous and Afro-descendant populations.

The advent of mass media and, more recently, social media has played a dual role in
the perpetuation and challenge of racism. On one hand, media representations often
reinforce stereotypes and biases. On the other hand, platforms like Twitter and Instagram have
become spaces for marginalized communities to share their experiences and mobilize for

change.
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Anti-racism education also involves addressing implicit biases and prejudices.
Training programs in schools, workplaces, and communities can help individuals recognize
and confront their own biases, leading to more equitable interactions and policies.

Governments have enacted various laws and policies aimed at reducing racism and
promoting equality. Affirmative action programs, anti-discrimination laws, and hate crime
legislation are examples of efforts to address systemic racism.

However, the effectiveness of these measures is often debated. Critics argue that such
policies can lead to reverse discrimination, while proponents contend that they are necessary
to level the playing field and address historical injustices.

Addressing racism requires a multifaceted approach. It involves not only changing
laws and policies but also transforming societal attitudes and structures. Efforts must focus
on dismantling systemic racism, promoting inclusivity, and fostering understanding across

racial and ethnic lines.

Engaging in open dialogues about race, supporting policies that promote equity, and
amplifying the voices of marginalized communities are essential steps toward creating a more
just and equitable society.

Racism has been a pervasive force throughout history, manifesting in various forms
across different societies. In response, numerous movements have emerged to challenge and
dismantle racial injustices. This essay explores some of the most significant anti- racism
movements, tracing their origins, goals, methods, and impacts. The abolitionist movement
was one of the earliest organized efforts to combat racism, particularly the institution of
slavery. Emerging in the late 18th century, it was driven by moral, religious, and political
convictions that slavery was a profound injustice. In Britain, figures like William
Wilberforce led parliamentary campaigns that culminated in the Abolition of the Slave Trade

Act of 1807. In the United States, abolitionists such as Frederick
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Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner Truth, many of whom were formerly
enslaved,

played pivotal roles in advocating for emancipation. Their efforts contributed to the
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865, which abolished slavery in the U.S.

In the mid-20th century, African Americans in the United States mobilized against
systemic racism and segregation. The Civil Rights Movement sought to end racial
discrimination and promote equality under the law. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr.,
Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X became symbols of resistance. Key events included the 1963
March on Washington and the Selma to Montgomery marches. Legislative victories such as
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 marked significant progress,

though challenges persist.

While the Civil Rights Movement focused on legal equality, the Black Power
Movement emphasized racial pride, economic empowerment, and the creation of political
and cultural institutions. Leaders like Stokely Carmichael and organizations such as the
Black Panther Party advocated for self-defense, community control, and the end of police
brutality. Their legacy continues to influence contemporary movements advocating for
racial justice.

In South Africa, the apartheid regime institutionalized racial segregation and
discrimination. The African National Congress (ANC), led by figures like Nelson Mandela,
spearheaded resistance efforts. International solidarity played a crucial role, with global
campaigns advocating for sanctions and divestment from companies operating in South
Africa. The movement culminated in the dismantling of apartheid laws and the election of
Nelson Mandela as the country's first Black president in 1994. Parallel to the ANC's efforts,
the Black Consciousness Movement, led by Steve Biko, sought to instill pride and unity
among Black South Africans. Rejecting white liberalism, the movement emphasized

psychological liberation and cultural identity. Despite facing repression,
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including Biko's death in police custody, the movement significantly influenced the anti-
apartheid struggle and the development of Black identity in South Africa.

The Chicano Movement emerged as a response to the marginalization of Mexican
Americans in the United States. Leaders like César Chavez and Dolores Huerta advocated
for labor rights, educational reform, and political representation. The movement's efforts led
to the establishment of Chicano studies programs in universities and greater visibility for
Mexican American culture and issues.

The Chicano Movement, also known as El Movimiento, was a significant civil rights
and cultural movement that emerged in the United States during the 1960s and 1970s. It was
driven primarily by Mexican Americans who sought to challenge and resist the systemic
injustices they faced in areas such as education, labor, political representation, and social
inclusion. Influenced by earlier struggles for land rights and labor justice, particularly those
involving farmworkers and figures like César Chavez and Dolores Huerta, the movement
aimed not only to achieve equality but also to embrace cultural pride and reclaim a Chicano
identity. Through protests, student walkouts, grassroots organizing, and political activism,
the movement called attention to issues of racism, segregation, and economic exploitation
while promoting empowerment and self-determination for the Chicano community.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Asian Americans began to organize around issues of racial
discrimination, immigration reform, and cultural identity. The movement was influenced by
the Civil Rights and Black Power movements and emphasized solidarity among Asian
American communities. Activists established community centers, fought against
discriminatory laws, and promoted Asian American history and culture. Indigenous peoples
worldwide have fought against colonization, land dispossession, and cultural erasure.
Movements have focused on land rights, recognition of sovereignty, and the preservation of

languages and traditions. In countries like Canada, Australia, and the United
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States, Indigenous activists have brought attention to issues such as treaty rights,
environmental justice, and the legacy of residential schools.

While primarily focused on issues of sexual orientation and gender identity, the
LGBTQ+ rights movement intersects with anti-racism efforts, particularly concerning racial
and ethnic minorities within the LGBTQ+ community. The Stonewall Riots of 1969, led by
figures like Marsha P. Johnson, a Black transgender woman, marked a pivotal moment in
LGBTQ+ activism. The movement continues to address issues of discrimination, healthcare
access, and violence against LGBTQ+ individuals, especially those of color.

Founded in 2013 in response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin's killer, Black Lives
Matter (BLM) has become a global movement advocating against police brutality and
systemic racism. The movement gained international prominence following the 2020 killing
of George Floyd. BLM has organized protests, influenced policy discussions, and sparked
conversations about racial justice worldwide.

In Europe, anti-racism movements have addressed issues such as xenophobia,
Islamophobia, and the treatment of refugees and migrants. Organizations like SOS Racism
in France and the Anti-Racist Movement in the UK have campaigned against discriminatory
laws, hate crimes, and social exclusion. The rise of far-right politics in recent years has
further galvanized these movements.

In the 21st century, anti-racism efforts have become increasingly globalized.
Movements like the Global African Diaspora Movement and the Indigenous Environmental
Network address issues such as climate justice, reparations, and the global impacts of
colonialism. Social media platforms have also played a significant role in mobilizing activists
and raising awareness about racial injustices.

Racism, while often associated with Western colonial legacies, is very much a lived
reality within India’s own socio-cultural and political context. Though the Indian

Constitution
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promises equality and explicitly prohibits discrimination based on race, religion, caste, sex,
or place of birth, various forms of racism continue to affect the daily lives of millions. Unlike
the racial binary prominent in the West, India experiences racism in multiple nuanced and
intersectional ways—through caste discrimination, colorism, regional bias, and xenophobia.
Anti-racism movements in India have emerged over decades in response to these injustices,
seeking to dismantle systemic inequalities, challenge societal prejudices, and promote a more

inclusive national identity.

In India, racism does not manifest solely in terms of skin color or ethnic origin, but
through an entangled web of societal biases. One of the most persistent and normalized forms
of racism is colorism—the preference for fair skin over darker complexions. This bias is
deeply embedded in media, advertising, and even matrimonial culture, where "fair" is equated
with beauty, virtue, and higher social standing. Bollywood films have traditionally cast light-
skinned actors in lead roles while assigning negative or comic roles to darker-skinned
individuals. The booming fairness cream industry, which promotes the idea that fair skin leads
to success and desirability, is a testament to how deeply colorism has seeped into Indian
consciousness. While colorism is not unique to India, its historical roots in caste and
colonialism make it a uniquely pervasive form of internalized racism.In Europe, anti-racism
movements have addressed issues such as xenophobia, Islamophobia, and the treatment of
refugees and migrants. Organizations like SOS Racism in France and the Anti-Racist
Movement in the UK have campaigned against discriminatory laws, hate crimes, and social
exclusion. The rise of far-right politics in recent years has further galvanized these
movements.

In the 21st century, anti-racism efforts have become increasingly globalized.
Movements like the Global African Diaspora Movement and the Indigenous Environmental
Network address issues such as climate justice, reparations, and the global impacts of

colonialism. Social media platforms have also played a significant role in mobilizing
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activists and raising awareness about racial injustices. The contemporary global movement
against racism and oppression is a powerful force for change, marked by widespread protests,
advocacy, and activism. Sparked by incidents of police brutality, systemic inequality, and
social injustice, movements like Black Lives Matter have galvanized people around the world
to demand action and accountability from governments and institutions. Through social
media, grassroots organizing, and coalition-building, activists are raising awareness,
mobilizing support, and pushing for policy reforms that promote equity and justice.

As the movement continues to evolve, it is clear that addressing racism and oppression
requires a sustained and collective effort. Activists, policymakers, and community leaders are
working together to develop solutions that address the root causes of inequality, from
discriminatory policing and housing practices to disparities in education and employment. By
amplifying marginalized voices, challenging systemic racism, and promoting inclusive
policies, the global movement against racism and oppression is driving progress and inspiring
a new generation of leaders and change- makers to work towards a more just and equitable

world.

There are many historical personalities who fought against racism

William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was a pioneering African American sociologist,
historian, and civil rights activist. Born in Massachusetts, Du Bois was the first African
American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard University. He co-founded the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909 and served as the editor of its
journal, The Crisis. Du Bois was a staunch advocate for the "Talented Tenth," a concept that
emphasized the importance of higher education for the leadership of the African American
community. His works, including The Souls of Black Folk and Black Reconstruction in

America, challenged prevailing racist narratives and highlighted the contributions of Black
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Americans to society. Du Bois's Pan-Africanist views also led him to organize several Pan-
African Congresses, advocating for the rights and self-determination of African nations.
Mahatma Gandhi, though primarily known for leading India to independence from
British colonial rule, also fought against racism during his time in South Africa. In the late
19th and early 20th centuries, Gandhi experienced racial discrimination firsthand, which
galvanized his commitment to social justice. He organized protests against discriminatory
laws targeting Indians and other non-white communities, employing nonviolent resistance
as a central strategy. His experiences in South Africa laid the groundwork for his later

campaigns in India and influenced global movements for civil rights and social change.

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a central figure in the American Civil
Rights Movement. Inspired by Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolent resistance, King led
numerous campaigns against racial segregation and discrimination in the United States.
Notably, he spearheaded the Montgomery Bus Boycott following Rosa Parks' arrest in 1955
and delivered the iconic "I Have a Dream" speech during the 1963 March on Washington.
King's leadership was instrumental in the passage of landmark legislation, including the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. His commitment to justice and
equality continues to inspire movements worldwide.

Nelson Mandela was a key figure in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. As a
leader of the African National Congress (ANC), he advocated for armed resistance against
the oppressive regime. After spending 27 years in prison, Mandela was released in 1990 and
played a crucial role in negotiating the end of apartheid. Elected as South Africa's first Black
president in 1994, Mandela prioritized reconciliation and nation- building, emphasizing
forgiveness over retribution. His leadership and moral authority were pivotal in dismantling
institutionalized racism in South Africa.

Sojourner Truth was an African American abolitionist and women's rights activist.
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slavery in New York, she escaped to freedom and became a powerful speaker advocating
for the abolition of slavery and the rights of women. Her most famous speech, "Ain't I a
Woman?", delivered at the 1851 Women's Convention in Ohio, challenged prevailing
notions of racial and gender inferiority. Truth's activism and eloquence made her a prominent
figure in both the abolitionist and women's suffrage movements.

Malcolm X was a Black nationalist and civil rights leader who advocated for Black
empowerment and self-defense against racial oppression. Initially a member of the Nation
of Islam, he later broke with the organization and embraced a more inclusive approach to
fighting racism. His autobiography, co-written with journalist Alex Haley, provides insight
into his evolving views on race and social justice. Malcolm X's advocacy for Black pride
and his critique of systemic racism continue to resonate in contemporary discussions on
racial inequality.

Rosa Parks is often hailed as the "mother of the civil rights movement" for her pivotal
role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. In 1955, Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
man on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, leading to her arrest. Her act of defiance
sparked a 13-month boycott of the city's bus system, which resulted in a Supreme Court
ruling that segregation on public buses was unconstitutional. Parks courage and commitment
to justice made her an enduring symbol of resistance against racial injustice.

Angela Davis is an American political activist, scholar, and author who gained
national attention in the 1960s for her involvement in the Black Panther Party and the
Communist Party USA. She was a vocal advocate for prison reform, racial justice, and
women's rights. In 1970, Davis was charged with aiding and abetting the kidnapping and
murder of a judge, but after spending over a year in jail, she was acquitted of all charges.
Davis's work continues to influence contemporary movements for racial and social justice.

Philip Randolph was a prominent labor leader and civil rights activist. He founded
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Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first African American labor union, and led
efforts to desegregate the armed forces during World War II. Randolph's threat to organize
a massive march on Washington in 1941 led President Franklin D. Roosevelt to issue
Executive Order8802, banning discrimination in defense industries. Randolph's advocacy
for labor rights and racial equality made him a key figure in both the labor and civil rights
movements.

Assa Traoré¢ is a French-Malian anti-racism activist who gained prominence
following the death of her brother, Adama Traoré¢, in police custody in 2016. She founded
the "Truth and Justice for Adama" committee to seek accountability for his death and to
combat systemic racism in France. Traoré's activism has drawn attention to issues of police
violence and racial discrimination in the country, and she continues to be a leading voice in
France's anti-racism movement.

Rokhaya Diallo is a French journalist, author, and filmmaker known for her work on
racial and gender equality. She has produced documentaries and written extensively on
issues of racism, Islamophobia, and colonial history in France. Diallo is a prominent figure
in French media and activism, using her platform to challenge discriminatory narratives and
promote social justice.

Ibram X. Kendi is an American author, historian, and scholar of race and
discrimination. His books, including Stamped from the Beginning and How to Be an
Antiracist, explore the history of racist ideas and offer frameworks for understanding and
combating racism. Kendi's work has been influential in shaping contemporary discussions
on race and has contributed to the development of anti-racist education and activism.

Combating racism requires a multifaceted approach that includes education and
awareness, legal and policy interventions, and a commitment to creating a more just and

equitable society. Education plays a crucial role in fostering understanding and empathy
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by teaching the history of racism and promoting diversity, while also addressing implicit
biases. Legal and policy interventions, such as affirmative action, anti-discrimination laws,
and hate crime legislation, aim to address systemic racism and promote equality. Ultimately,
dismantling systemic racism and promoting inclusivity requires transforming societal
attitudes and structures through open dialogues, equitable policies, and amplifying
marginalized voices, all of which are essential steps towards creating a more just and
equitable society.

Racism is a complex and evolving issue that cannot be fully understood through a
single lens. Theoretical perspectives such as Critical Race Theory, Functionalism,
Conflict Theory, and Symbolic Interactionism each illuminate different dimensions of
racism—ifrom systemic inequality to interpersonal bias. By examining racism through these
frameworks, we gain a more holistic understanding of how it operates, persists, and can be
challenged. As society continues to grapple with racial tensions and movements for justice,
applying these theoretical tools remains essential. Whether through analyzing laws,
disrupting power structures, or changing social narratives, understanding racism from
a theoretical perspective is a vital step toward creating a more equitable world.

Racism, as examined through multiple theoretical lenses, reveals itself to be more
than just personal prejudice—it is a systemic force woven into the very structure of society.
Structural functionalism helps us see how racism disrupts social cohesion and prevents
equitable development. Conflict theory, on the other hand, highlights how racial divisions
serve the interests of dominant groups, maintaining power through economic and social
oppression. Symbolic interactionism offers a more intimate view, showing how racism is
learned and reinforced in everyday encounters through language, media, and behavior. Each
of these perspectives contributes to a layered understanding of how racism operates both

visibly and invisibly in society.
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Critical race theory and postcolonial theory further deepen this analysis by tracing
the historical and legal roots of racial inequality. CRT emphasizes that racism is not an
anomaly but a permanent feature of legal and institutional systems, while postcolonial theory
connects modern racism to the lingering effects of colonial rule and cultural domination.
Together, these frameworks show that dismantling racism requires more than changing
individual attitudes—it demands a critical examination of laws, policies, education, and
history itself. Understanding these theories is not just academic; it is essential for shaping

anti-racist action and imagining a more just and inclusive society.
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CHAPTER THREE

OPRESSION IN BLACK BOY

Richard Wright’s Black Boy is a seminal work in Black American literature, a
powerful autobiographical narrative that chronicles the author’s early life and his painful
awakening to the realities of racism, oppression, and social alienation in early 20th-
century America. Through the lens of Wright’s personal experience, the novel captures
the soul-crushing conditions faced by African Americans in the Jim Crow South and
explores the lasting psychological effects of systemic racism. More than a personal
memoir, Black Boy stands as a literary protest against the structures of white supremacy
and a vivid example of how Black American literature has historically functioned as both
a mirror and a weapon—reflecting lived realities while simultaneously challenging

oppressive systems.

The narrative of Black Boy begins with Wright’s earliest memories in the
segregated South, filled with confusion, rebellion, and a thirst for understanding the
hostile world around him. Born into poverty in Mississippi in 1908, Wright’s childhood
is marred by hunger, fear, and violence, both within his family and in society at large. The
absence of his father, the illness of his mother, and the strict religiosity of his relatives
form the foundation of his emotional and intellectual development. Yet from an early age,
Wright exhibits a fierce independence of thought and a refusal to accept the submissive
role that white society demands of Black people. This resistance becomes the cornerstone
of Wright’s identity and narrative. His hunger—both literal and metaphorical—is a
recurring symbol throughout the text, encapsulating his yearning for knowledge, dignity,

and self- definition in a world designed to deny him all three.



In Black Boy, Wright is exposed early on to the stark divisions of race in the
American South. His experiences with the Jim Crow law, the economic inequality faced
by Black families, and the everyday violence committed by whites against Black people
deeply shape his worldview. Wright’s family, which experiences economic hardship and
displacement, serves as a microcosm of the broader struggles faced by Black families in
the South. His father’s abandonment, his mother’s struggling efforts to raise him and his
siblings, and the near-constant movement between relatives for survival underscore how

racial oppression is a structure embedded in everyday life.

The stark contrast between white privilege and Black deprivation becomes a
defining element in Wright’s early life. In one of the more harrowing chapters of his
autobiography, Wright recounts how he and his family were subjected to economic
exploitation and the brutal social hierarchy imposed by a white-dominated society.
Wright’s exposure to violence—whether it was the lynching of a Black man or the casual
cruelty of white people towards Black individuals—reveals the brutal nature of racism,
which is not limited to occasional acts of violence but rather entrenched in the social
fabric of American life. The physical violence against Black people, such as beatings,
killings, or the everyday racial harassment he witnesses, is only one part of the greater

systemic oppression that Black people face.

Racism, for Wright, is not just something that is experienced in discrete, isolated
incidents, but rather something deeply ingrained in the societal structure. Throughout
Black Boy, he highlights how laws, customs, and social institutions conspire to enforce a
rigid racial hierarchy that leaves African Americans in a subordinate and often

disenfranchised position. This reality forces Black Americans like Wright to constantly

32
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navigate and adapt to a system that seeks to limit their opportunities and humanity at

every turn.

One of the most powerful themes in Black Boy is the psychological toll that racism
inflicts on its victims. Wright’s experience with the persistent humiliation, fear, and
alienation caused by racial discrimination shapes much of his self-image and worldview.
From an early age, Wright becomes acutely aware of his “Blackness” and the limitations it
imposes on his existence. This awareness is especially stark in the environment of the
Mississippi Delta, where Black children are taught to “know their place” and where the

fear of white authority is ever-present.

Wright’s internalization of these forces plays out in numerous ways, particularly
in his growing sense of alienation and his eventual intellectual awakening. He is
constantly trying to reconcile the world of white oppression and his desire to assert his
own identity as a human being worthy of dignity and respect. The constant discrimination
he faces leads him to distrust the motives of whites, while also causing a sense of
inferiority and frustration with his own Black identity. Similarly, Wright is forced to
confront the ways that the Black community also becomes complicit in perpetuating its

own oppression.

These psychological effects are deeply damaging, but Wright’s recognition of the
need to resist the mental subjugation of his identity is equally powerful. As he grows
older, Wright increasingly seeks ways to liberate himself intellectually, culturally, and
emotionally from the limitations that racism has imposed on him. Through his pursuit of
education, reading, and writing, he finds an outlet for his frustration and the means to

express his anger against the dehumanization that he—and other Black people—endure.

Education emerges as both a tool of liberation and a battleground in the fight against
racism. Wright’s desire for knowledge is one of the few means by which he can transcend

the limitations imposed on him by race. His intellectual curiosity leads him to books,
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which offer him both a refuge from the brutal realities of his life and a means of

expanding his worldview.

However, education in the South is a double-edged sword. While Wright finds
solace in books, the educational system itself is discriminatory and designed to reinforce
racial inequality. At school, Wright’s potential is stifled by racist teachers, and by a system
that limits his access to knowledge and resources. This stunted growth reflects the larger
social system, which seeks to keep Black Americans in a perpetual state of ignorance and

subjugation.

Wright’s eventual move to Chicago marks the moment when his education
becomes fully integrated into his understanding of the need for personal and political
liberation. The North, as Wright learns, offers opportunities to engage with more
progressive ideologies, yet racism is still deeply entrenched. Nonetheless, his intellectual
awakening provides him with the tools to resist and critique the oppressive systems he

encounters.

A key theme in Black Boy is Wright’s quest for self-identity. His rejection of the
religious doctrines of his grandmother and his struggles to break free from the deeply
entrenched social norms of the Black community represent his desire to assert a new

identity—one not shaped by the roles imposed on him by either white or Black society.

This quest for self-expression and personal autonomy becomes an ongoing theme
throughout the book. His move to the North represents a shift toward realizing that Black
people, too, can have agency over their lives and destinies. Wright’s self-awareness,
intellectual growth, and eventual rejection of societal impositions signify his resistance to
being defined by others. Work and labor are also critical themes in Black Boy, used to
illustrate the exploitative nature of racial capitalism. Wright’s early jobs expose him to the

brutal economic realities of Black life in the South, where
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Black labor is cheap, disposable, and always under the watchful eye of white supervisors.
These experiences reflect the systemic nature of economic oppression. Wright’s refusal
to accept these terms, and his ultimate decision to move North, represent a symbolic and

literal rejection of the economic structures that seek to dehumanize him.

However, the North, while less overtly violent, is not free of racism. Wright’s
disillusionment with the urban North—particularly with the Communist Party and the
liberal intellectual circles he initially joins—treveals that racism in America is not merely
a regional problem but a national one. His break from the Party is a reaffirmation of his

commitment to personal and artistic integrity, even at the cost of political belonging.

Wright often feels like an outsider, not only in white society but within his own
family and Black community. His refusal to accept religious doctrine without question
mirrors his broader refusal to accept the social and racial hierarchies imposed upon him.
Wright’s portrayal of religion complicates his narrative of racial and personal liberation.

Religion is presented not as a source of comfort, but as a force of conformity and control.

Another significant dimension of Black Boy lies in its exploration of
intergenerational trauma and the cyclical nature of oppression within the Black family.
Wright’s turbulent relationships with his mother, grandmother, and relatives are marked
by emotional distance, often driven by fear. This tension reveals how racism does not only
manifest externally but penetrates into the intimate realms of family and emotional
inheritance. The language of Black Boy itself is a powerful vehicle for confronting racism
and oppression. Wright’s prose is sharp, unsentimental, and honest. His voice is both
deeply personal and politically charged, creating a tension that mirrors the dual pressures
he faces. Language is portrayed as both a weapon of oppression and a tool of liberation.

Wright’s growing command of language enables him to question
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dominant narratives and construct his own truth. His desire to become a writer is a radical
rejection of silence and submission.

In writing Black Boy, Wright seizes the very medium used to oppress him—
literature— and transforms it into a force for resistance. This act mirrors the broader
tradition in Black American literature, where writing is often a means of reclaiming

identity and resisting erasure.

As a work of Black American literature, Black Boy exemplifies the genre’s central
preoccupations: the quest for identity, the power of language, and the complex interplay
of race, class, and politics. The novel functions as a counter-narrative to dominant
portrayals of Black life in American literature and culture. Wright’s unsentimental realism

challenged readers to confront racism not as abstract, but as a lived reality.

Moreover, Black Boy is a powerful indictment of the American Dream itself.
Wright’s journey exposes the hypocrisy of a nation that claims to value liberty and justice
while denying both to millions. By documenting his struggle, Wright reclaims the

American narrative from the margins, insisting that the story of Black America is its core.

Wright’s pioneering style—combining autobiography with sociopolitical
critique— blends the personal with the political in ways that inspired generations of Black
writers like James Baldwin, Maya Angelou, Ralph Ellison, and Toni Morrison. His work
expanded the literary possibilities for Black narrative, and his emotional honesty broke

from the tradition of “respectability” that shaped earlier African American writing.

Richard Wright’s Black Boy is a seminal autobiographical work that lays bare the
brutal realities of racism, economic oppression, and the relentless pursuit of identity and

self- liberation in early 20th-century America. Through Wright’s personal journey
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from the Jim Crow South to the urban North, the novel offers an intimate and unflinching
look into the soul of a Black Boy coming of age in a society structured to dehumanize
him.

From the beginning, Wright is acutely aware of the social codes imposed by a
racially segregated society. In one scene, he remembers, “I had never been called a nigger
before and the word was like a blow” (72). This moment becomes symbolic of the
indoctrination of Black children into a system of inferiority and fear. His early life is
characterized by hunger—both literal and metaphorical. Hunger becomes a central
metaphor for deprivation of food, freedom, and intellectual fulfilment.: “Hunger had
always been more or less at my elbow when I played, but now I began to wake up at night

to find hunger standing at my bedside.” (Wright 14)

The economic struggles of his family are relentless. His father’s abandonment
leaves the family destitute, forcing his mother into strenuous labor. Wright’s childhood is
marred by instability, constant relocation, and the grinding poverty that disproportionately
affects Black families. He recalls the economic power Whites held, often using it to
control and punish Black laborers: “They don’t want you to think. They just want you to

work.” (Wright 183).

This line encapsulates the dehumanizing nature of racial capitalism, where Black
bodies are used but Black minds are feared. His refusal to perform “expected” roles of
docility and ignorance brings him into constant conflict with authority. Even as a child,

when he seeks work, he must navigate these expectations or face punishment.

The racism Wright endures is not just overt brutality—it is systemic. His schooling is
underfunded, and teachers are dismissive. Yet Wright's love for reading and learning
offers a form of resistance. Books like those by H.L. Mencken awaken his intellectual
curiosity and political consciousness: “It was not a matter of believing or disbelieving

what I read, but of feeling something new and overpowering.” (Wright 255)
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He defies the odds by educating himself in secret, often risking violent
consequences. This reveals the dual role of education in Black Boy—it is both a lifeline
and a battleground. Schools suppress Black potential, while literature liberates Wright’s

mind.

Wright’s alienation is complex. He often feels like an outsider—not just among
whites but within his own Black community. His grandmother, rigid in her Christian faith,
punishes his curiosity and independence. Religion, instead of providing comfort, becomes
another system of control. He reflects: “I could not pray to a God I could not understand.”

(72)

As Wright grows older, he begins to question both white supremacy and the
internalized limitations within the Black community. His rejection of submissive roles,

blind religiosity, and silence alienates him further—but also solidifies his identity.

His move to Chicago marks a shift, but not a solution. Racism persists in the North,
albeit in subtler forms. His experiences with the Communist Party reflect another layer of
disillusionment. Initially drawn to its promise of equality, Wright finds it equally
silencing and suspicious of his independence. His refusal to compromise his truth leads
to expulsion and betrayal by his supposed allies. He states: “I had to make my own way
of feeling, my own way of seeing.” (284) Wright’s ultimate resistance lies in his use of
language. Writing becomes his rebellion— his way of documenting injustice, asserting
identity, and imagining freedom. He articulates the weight of systemic racism not
just as external violence but as internal fragmentation. He writes: “All my life [ had been

full of a hunger I could never satisfy.” (11)

That hunger—spiritual, intellectual, emotional—drives the narrative. Wright’s
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prose is unflinching, raw, and sharply analytical. His life is not presented as a victim’s tale,

but as a warrior’s record.

In Black Boy, trauma is intergenerational. His family’s fears, shaped by years of
repression, lead them to silence Wright’s resistance. His mother and grandmother, though
loving in their own ways, enforce rules meant to protect him from white wrath—but in

doing so, stifle his growth. Wright refuses to let trauma shape his destiny.

Ultimately, Black Boy stands as a literary monument in Black American literature.
It echoes through generations as a cry for truth, freedom, and dignity. It is not merely a
personal memoir, but a national indictment. Wright’s story is both a mirror of oppression
and a blueprint for resistance. Richard Wright’s Black Boy stands as one of the most
significant works in the canon of African American literature. More than just an
autobiographical account of a young Black Boy growing up in the Jim Crow South, Black
Boy is a vivid and unflinching exploration of the multiple layers of oppression that shaped
Black life in the early 20th century. As we reflect on the themes presented in the novel—
racism, economic struggle, education, identity, alienation, and resistance—we begin to
understand how Wright masterfully transformed his personal experiences into a broader

social and political critique that remains relevant to this day.

From the very beginning, Wright illustrates how racism is not merely an occasional
social injustice but a systemic reality that touches every aspect of life. He writes, “I had
never been called a nigger before and the word was like a blow” (72). This single moment
captures the painful awakening of a child into a racially divided world. Wright’s internal
and external battles with racism echo across the novel, exposing how deeply embedded

white supremacy is in American society.
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His story is not an isolated case but representative of the everyday lives of millions of

Black Americans who faced degradation, exclusion, and violence.

Economically, Wright’s narrative reveals the grinding poverty that often
accompanies racial oppression. The novel repeatedly emphasizes the scarcity and hunger
that plagued his youth: “Hunger had always been more or less at my elbow when I played,
but now I began to wake up at night to find hunger standing at my bedside” (14). This
hunger is not just for food, but for freedom, dignity, and knowledge. Wright’s early work
experiences show how Black labor was exploited in both subtle and overt ways. From low-
paying jobs to menial labor done under demeaning conditions, the economic system
devalued Black life and intellect. Wright's refusal to submit to this dehumanizing

structure, despite the risks, is a powerful act of resistance.

In education, Wright finds both a refuge and a site of struggle. Denied quality
schooling and often belittled by teachers and peers, Wright still manages to cultivate a
love of literature and self-education. He describes the moment he discovers H.L. Mencken’s
work as revelatory: “It was not a matter of believing or disbelieving what I read, but of
feeling something new and overpowering” (255). Through books, Wright discovers a
broader intellectual world and begins to understand the systemic nature of his suffering.
This is one of the most empowering elements of the novel—the idea that knowledge can
liberate even when physical freedom is denied. Yet, even his access to books must be
clandestine, emphasizing how the system sought to suppress not only the Black body but

the Black mind.

Alienation is another pervasive theme in Black Boy. Wright often feels
disconnected from both white society and the Black community. His intellectual pursuits,
rejection of religious orthodoxy, and refusal to conform to societal expectations mark

him as an outsider. This alienation is not born of arrogance



41

but of an intense desire to live truthfully. He refuses to play the roles assigned to him:
“They don’t want you to think. They just want you to work™ (183). His desire for
authenticity, though it leads to loneliness, becomes the core of his identity. Wright’s
experiences underscore how oppression forces individuals into impossible choices: safety

through submission or dignity through resistance.

The theme of resistance is woven throughout the novel. Wright’s resistance takes
many forms—questioning authority, pursuing education, rejecting degrading labor, and
ultimately writing his truth. His journey from Mississippi to Chicago mirrors a symbolic
transition from enforced silence to intellectual voice. In the North, though he finds new
forms of racism and disillusionment, especially with the Communist Party, he also gains
the space to develop his literary voice. His statement, “I had to make my own way of
feeling, my own way of seeing” (284) exemplifies his relentless pursuit of intellectual and

emotional autonomy.

Wright’s critiques extend beyond white society. He also examines how
internalized oppression manifests within Black families and communities. His conflicts
with his religious grandmother and mother, who try to impose strict behavioral codes
shaped by fear, reflect a generational divide in survival strategies. Wright captures this
with deep emotional insight, showing how love, fear, and trauma often intertwine. This
intergenerational tension, still relevant today, shows how systemic racism fractures even

the most intimate relationships.

One of Wright’s greatest contributions to literature is his ability to link personal
experience with broader social critique. His sharp, unsentimental prose serves not only to
recount events but to expose the structural injustices behind them. Language, for Wright,

becomes a weapon of resistance. In narrating his own story, he reclaims agency and
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defies a society that sought to silence him. Black Boy becomes both testimony and tool—

a record of suffering and a beacon of defiance.

Wright also offers a nuanced portrayal of the Black community, highlighting both
its strength and the internal conflicts shaped by oppression. Many of the adults in Wright’s
life, including his grandmother and schoolteachers, attempt to suppress his questions and
imagination. While their actions can seem harsh, Wright portrays them with empathy,
recognizing that they are products of a system that demands submission for survival. His
grandmother’s insistence on religious piety, for example, represents not just faith but
fear—a fear passed down through generations of oppression. This complexity enriches
the novel, revealing how survival under racism often meant limiting one's dreams to

preserve life.

The novel also confronts the psychological consequences of living under constant
surveillance and threat. Wright's awareness of danger influences his behavior, emotions,
and even his thinking. He learns early on to measure his words, lower his gaze, and control
his reactions—all to avoid white wrath. Yet even as he internalizes this fear, he yearns for
liberation. His narrative captures the psychological cost of "knowing your place" and the
trauma of self-erasure. Wright's inner conflict between compliance and rebellion mirrors

the emotional struggle of countless Black Americans during the Jim Crow era.

As he matures, Wright becomes increasingly aware of the limitations of ideology
as a solution to racial oppression. His experience with the Communist Party initially
offers hope for solidarity and equality but ultimately leads to disappointment. The Party’s
insistence on conformity and its suspicion of his independent thinking clash with Wright’s

commitment to personal truth. This conflict underlines a key theme: the
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dangers of any system—be it racial, religious, or political—that demands the sacrifice of

individuality for acceptance.

Another important element is Wright’s treatment of silence and voice. Throughout
the novel, he is silenced by fear, by family, by employers, and by institutions. Yet the act
of writing becomes a radical gesture—a refusal to remain quiet. He writes to be seen, to
be heard, to affirm his humanity. Black Boy thus becomes more than autobiography; it is
testimony, protest, and reclamation. His story is not only about what happened to him but
about how he chooses to tell it, framing his suffering as part of a collective experience

that demands attention.

Wright’s ability to document the intersections of race, class, and personal identity
gives Black Boy its enduring power. He challenges readers to see beyond individual
prejudice to the systems that create and sustain inequality. In doing so, he transforms his
own life into a lens through which readers can better understand America’s racial history.
Wright does not ask for pity but demands recognition—recognition of both injustice and

the strength required to resist it.

When Black Boy was published in 1945, it was groundbreaking. It arrived at a time
when mainstream American culture was still steeped in racial stereotypes and segregation.
Wright’s honest and unapologetic narrative shocked many readers and challenged
dominant perceptions of Black life. His work helped pave the way for a new era in Black
American literature, influencing writers like James Baldwin, Maya Angelou, and Toni

Morrison, who would continue to explore themes of identity, trauma, and resistance.

The relevance of Black Boy endures. Today, systemic racism, educational
disparities, economic inequality, and cultural marginalization persist. Wright’s narrative

continues to resonate because it speaks not only to the injustices of the past but also to



the ongoing struggle for justice and equality. His story reminds us that the fight against
oppression must take place on multiple fronts: social, political, economic, emotional, and

intellectual.

Black Boy is a timeless work of courage and clarity. Richard Wright’s life story,
though deeply personal, becomes a universal account of resilience in the face of systemic
dehumanization. His narrative challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths and to
recognize the enduring legacy of racism in American society. By turning his personal
suffering into a literary weapon, Wright created a masterpiece that continues to educate,
inspire, and provoke. Black Boy is not only a cornerstone of Black American literature

but also a lasting call to resist injustice through truth, thought, and voice.
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CHAPTER FOUR

CONCLUSION

Racism and oppression have been pervasive themes in Black American
literature, reflecting the historical and ongoing struggles of Black people in the
United States. Richard Wright's Black Boy is a seminal work that sheds light on the
dehumanizing effects of racism and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
adversity. This project has explored the origin of racism, its impact on Black
Americans, and the relevance of this topic in contemporary society. Racism has its
roots in the transatlantic slave trade, which forcibly brought enslaved Africans to the
Americas and treated them as less than human. This brutal system of oppression was
justified by racist ideologies that posited the inferiority of Black people. Even after
the abolition of slavery, racism continued to manifest in various forms, including
Jim Crow laws, segregation, and systemic inequality. These historical injustices
have had lasting impacts on Black Americans, perpetuating disparities in education,

employment, housing, and healthcare.

The topic of racism and oppression in Black American literature remains
highly relevant today. Despite progress made during the Civil Rights Movement,
systemic racism persists, and Black Americans continue to face significant barriers
to equality. The Black Lives Matter movement, sparked by incidents of police
brutality and systemic injustice, has brought renewed attention to these issues.
Literature, such as Black Boy, plays a crucial role in raising awareness, promoting

empathy, and inspiring action. Black Boy is a and advocate for social change.
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Richard Wright's Black Boy is a powerful exploration of racism and
oppression in the Jim Crow South, offering a searing critique of the ways in which
systemic racism can limit opportunities and stifle individual potential. Through its
vivid characters and themes, the novel provides a nuanced understanding of the
complexities of racism and oppression, highlighting the impact on individuals and
communities, as well as the importance of resistance and resilience. The novel's
themes of racism, identity, and autonomy remain relevant today, serving as a
powerful reminder of the ongoing struggles faced by Black Americans. The novel
underscores the importance of education, literacy, and community in challenging
racism and oppression, and highlights the ways in which literature can be used to

promote social change.

Wright's autobiographical novel provides a searing portrayal of the racist
attitudes and oppressive systems that dominated the Jim Crow South. Through his
personal experiences, Wright sheds light on the psychological effects of racism, the
struggle for identity and self-expression, and the resilience of the human spirit. The
novel's themes continue to resonate with readers today, offering a powerful reminder
of the ongoing struggle for justice and equality. The impact of Black Boy extends
beyond the literary world. The novel has been instrumental in shaping public
discourse around issues of racism and oppression. By sharing his experiences,
Wright humanizes the struggles of Black Americans, making it more difficult for
readers to ignore the injustices faced by this community. The novel also serves as a
call to action, inspiring readers to engage with the systemic injustices that perpetuate

racism and oppression.
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Richard Wright's Black Boy is a seminal work of Black American literature
that offers a powerful and poignant portrayal of the dehumanizing effects of racism
and oppression. Through Wright's autobiographical narrative, we are confronted
with the harsh realities of life under Jim Crow laws, where racism is not only
pervasive but also deeply ingrained in the social fabric. The novel serves as a
testament to the enduring legacy of racism and oppression in America, highlighting
the need for ongoing struggle and activism. Wright's work continues to resonate
with readers today, offering a powerful reminder of the importance of empathy,

understanding, and collective action in the pursuit of justice and equality.

As a work of literature, Black Boy challenges readers to confront the harsh
realities of racism and to consider the ways in which we can work towards a more
just and equitable society. Wright's story is a powerful call to action, urging readers
to engage with the systemic injustices that perpetuate racism and oppression.
Through its exploration of racism and oppression, Black Boy offers a searing
critique of American society, revealing the deep-seated inequalities and injustices
that have shaped the Black American experience. The novel's portrayal of the
psychological effects of racism, the struggle for identity and self-expression, and the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity makes it a powerful and

thought-provoking work that continues to be relevant today.

Ultimately, Black Boy is a testament to the human spirit's capacity for
resilience and resistance, and a reminder that literature can be a powerful tool for
social change. Wright's legacy as a writer and thinker continues to inspire new
generations of readers and activists, and his work remains a vital part of the

conversation about
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racism and oppression in America. As we reflect on the themes and messages of
Black Boy, we are reminded of the importance of continued activism and advocacy
in the pursuit of justice and equality. By engaging with the systemic injustices that
perpetuate racism and oppression, and by amplifying the voices of marginalized
communities, we can work towards a more just and equitable society that values the

dignity and humanity of all individuals.

The significance of Black Boy extends beyond its portrayal of the Black
American experience, offering a powerful commentary on the human condition.
Wright's story serves as a reminder that racism and oppression are not just American
problems, but rather global issues that require a collective response. As we move
forward in our own struggles against racism and oppression, Black Boy remains a
powerful and poignant reminder of the importance of empathy, understanding, and
collective action. By engaging with Wright's work and the broader conversation
about racism and oppression, we can gain a deeper understanding of the
complexities of these issues and the ways in which we can work towards a more just

and equitable society.

By exploring the complexities of racism and oppression through literature,
we can gain a deeper understanding of these issues and work towards creating a
more just and equitable society. The significance of Black Boy lies in its ability to
provide a powerful and thought-provoking exploration of the Black American
experience, and its ongoing relevance underscores the need for continued discussion
and exploration of these issues. As a work of literature, Black Boy continues to
resonate with readers today, offering a powerful exploration of the human

condition and the ongoing struggle for justice and equality. The novel's impact
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extends beyond the literary world, serving as a powerful reminder of the importance
of empathy, understanding, and social justice. By engaging with the themes and
messages of Black Boy, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities
of racism and oppression, and work towards creating a more just and equitable
society. Ultimately, Black Boy is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that
continues to resonate with readers today, offering a searing critique of racism and
oppression and underscoring the importance of resistance and resilience in the face

of adversity.

In conclusion, racism and oppression are complex and deeply ingrained
issues in American society. Black Boy is a powerful example of how literature can
be used to challenge societal norms and advocate for social change. The novel's
themes continue to resonate with readers today, offering a powerful reminder of the
ongoing struggle for justice and equality. As we move forward, it is essential to
continue exploring these issues, promoting empathy and understanding, and working
towards a more just and equitable society. By engaging with the systemic injustices

that perpetuate racism and oppression, we can build a brighter future for all.

Future research and activism should focus on addressing the systemic
injustices that perpetuate racism and oppression. This includes policy reforms,
education, and community engagement. By working together, we can create a more
just and equitable society that values the dignity and humanity of all individuals. The
legacy of Black Boy serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of continued

activism and advocacy in the pursuit of justice and

49



equality. Black Boy is a masterpiece of Black American literature that continues to
resonate with readers today. Its powerful portrayal of the dehumanizing effects of
racism and oppression serves as a reminder of the ongoing struggle for justice and
equality in America. As we reflect on Wright's legacy and the themes of Black Boy,
we are reminded of the importance of empathy, understanding, and collective action
in the pursuit of a more just and equitable society. By engaging with these issues
and working towards a brighter future, we can build a society that values the dignity

and humanity of all individuals.

The study of Black Boy by Richard Wright reveals racism and oppression in
all its intensity as depicted in Black American literature. The work offers a deeply
personal and powerful account of black experience under systematic racism.
Wright's vivid storytelling, portray the psychological, social, and cultural impact of
racism in the Jim Crow South and how those experiences shaped Black identity and
resistance. The novel provided a critical lens to understand the historical roots and
enduring effects of racial oppression, helping to contextualize contemporary
struggles for justice and equality. A critical analysis of Black Boy reinforces the
relevance of literature as a tool for social critique and transformation, showing how
Black Boy not only documents the harsh realities of racism but also inspires
empathy, awareness, and a call to action. Ultimately, this novel and its analysis
served as a cornerstone for understanding the broader themes of resilience,

advocacy, and the power of storytelling in Black American literature.

50



WORKS CITED

Baldwin, J. The price of the ticket: Collected nonfiction. St. Martin’s Press, 1985.

Coates, T.N. Between the World and Me. Spiegel & Grau, 2015.

Douglass, F. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. Bedford/St.

Martin’s, 2003.

Du Bois, W. E. B. The souls of Black folk. Dover Publications, 1903.

Gates, H. L., Jr. The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism.

OUP, 1988.

Hooks, b. Where we stand: Class matters. Routledge, 2000.

Morrison, T. Beloved. Vintage, 2004.

Wright, R. Black Boy: A Record of Childhood and Youth. Harper Perennial Modern

Classics, 2007.



