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WITHOUT SECULA ISM !
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The very time * ‘Secularism” is derlved
from a Latin world ‘Saeculum’ which me
'rated to this world'. In short, secularism
means the complete rejection of social iden-
tities based on religion and strict confiriement
of religion within the realm of individuals
affairs. In fact secularism is not an attribute
of statecraftship but a positive ideology for
social change. Itis antidote to communalism
in our country. Secularism is the only alter-
native ideological weapon to fight back com-
munalism, which in qur country manifests
itself not only in the form of riots and social
" conflicts. There are manifold factors which
influenced the adoption of secularism as one

- of the guiding principles of the constitution
of India. It was also nece551tated on account
of many features of Indian reahty like its vast
size, religious, cultural, ethnic and linguistic
diversity, strong roots of local; religious and
cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity,
strong roots of local religious and cultural
factors in the psyche of the people, uneven
strength of various groups in terms of num-
bers, economic and social powers and access
tosources of well being, etc. The long period

ans

of British Colonial rule saw,how.people can .

not only be divided on communal lines

against their own basic interests but can also

be brutalised and dehui .anised, violating the
basic values upheld dearly for centuries.

Communalism as the name suggests is °

considered to be the first and’ foremost im-
portant factors to the renascence of secular-

ism in theIndia from the colonial yolk of the .

western countries. The social and pohncal
scene- of India on the eve of Independence

was characterised by communahsrn between .
“the Hindus and the Muslims and other mi--

norities. The Muslims were demanding sepa-
rate electorate and the minorities reservation
of seats for decades.

V"‘m— S oo W"

- ”.Mp .!
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In response to these forces and for the
proper functioning of democracy and the
growth of national unity and solidarity, secu-
larism was adopted by India. The second is
the chain of events on the eve of Indian In-

‘dep'er'\dence These were cases of arson, loot-

ing, explosion of bombs, forcible conyersions,

' ‘etc. The gravity of the situation forced

vallabhai Patel to appeal to the members of
the constituent assembly neither to introduce
any extraneous matter nor rise any contro-
versy in the Assembly which may have re-
actions outside. This was one of the reasons
why the framers of the Indian Constitution ,
adopted Secularism. The third was the im-
mediate response from Hindu- oriented
organisations like the ' Rashtriya -
Swayamsevak Sangh < (RSS), Hindu.
Mahasabha, etc. This organisations de-
nounced the concept of a secular state and

._ demanded the creation of Hindu State in In-

dia.

_ But the renowned leaders hke Mahatma
Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru op-
posed the demand for a Hindu State. They
staked everything to secure the establish-
ment of a secular state in India. Another
strong réason which-contributed to the adop-
tion of secularism in India was the diversity

‘of languages, religion, nationality, etc. So the
.establishment of a Hindu State in India

would fragment India into a Sikh state, a Jat

state, Jharkhand state, etc. Among the Hin-
- dus also there are several sects with funda-

mental differences between them on essen-
tial mattets of religion. So Indian had tobuild

.national unity around secularism. India,

therefore, offered to the rehgmus minorities

.an equal share of power. It indirectly. ce-

mented their love and loyalty to the nation,
strengthened their sense of involvement in
the task of natlon-bulldlng Secularlsm is
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therefore, beneficial both for the nation and |
thee relj gious minorities. Indian secularism is
social concept of wide application, revolu-:
tionary and progressive in character and
dynamic in its operation.

It does not accept the position that India
as g state has any state religion; and it does

- Notallow any religion to trespass.in the dis-

Cussion or decision of secular matters. It
recognises only one class of citizenship in this
country and confers on all citizens the same
fundamental right and by necessary impli-
_ cation, imposes on them the same fundamen-
tal obligations. | SR
Having regard to the fact that the Indian
republic is a multi-religious, multiracial
country, it may be said without any exaggera-

. ton that the doctrine of secularism is of the '
- utmost fundamental significanceto the suc-
cess of the democratic way of life adopted

by India. In human terms, our late P.M.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrt in his ‘Discovery .
of India’ has given eloquent expression to _

India’s oneness in beautiful words. He states .
" that “It is fascinating to find how the
- Bengalies, the Marathas, the Gujaratis, the -
" Tamils, the Andhras, the Oriyas, the

Assamese, the Canarese, the Kashmiris, the
Punjabis and the great central Block compris-

ing the Hindustani speaking people have -

Tetained their peculiar characteristic for 100
of years, have still more or less.the same vir-
tues and failings of which old traditions or

. record tells us and yet have been through-

out these ages distinctively Indian, with the
same national heritage and same set of moral
and mental qualities.” ; '
*In its finest image secularism does not.-
mean an absence of faith, or religion, in fact
the best secularists are 'extremely devote fol-

- lowers of religion, like Gandhiji. Whatever

the faith, there is love of man, whatever the
opinions, there is mutual trust, and an inter-

est in the cohension of the group which

makes it stronger because each sickness there

‘15 someone who cares, each opinion is clear. |
and purified inthe light of free and fair dis-. * “secular religion is the discharge of its func- * |

" acter. . .
a Itis rathera safeguard fora homog‘?“ﬁous :

. . M.AGAle
sion. India chose th.e Path of SeCUlaﬁs‘-" :
Sittljiberately and conscicusly bef:au§e of i
age old multi-religious and multlrama]\char; :

societv. Butit cannot be the ideological stry.

ture for a society. Similarly, we cannot take %t 5
as a .ground,for a democréﬁc se:t up-_All'{t; v
.can be is a-goal. A goaI' f_or_ a POhCY Wlth dl .
verse religious indemmhes,_cgljfural_ entities

and lingual prolificity. Secularism is a free

3

choice. If we want it interwoven into the °

socio-religious fabric then the precondition.

is free choice. The question arises at Which‘j-f
- point*have we gone -astray from the right

course of secularism: This question leads to.

another. Were we ever on the right course ?
“The answer'is no. We tried to induct secular-

ism into the structure of our poliiv as a se-"

]

common features and factors of human con-

- rum and not as a free choice for homogene- -
ity ‘and coexistence. Hence, it was either a

" waste ()r just induced reaction. Sec.fularismb
therefore, must not turn its back on religicns,
‘but on the contrary should try.to find the

- ductenunciated in all religions and try to sick
synthesised harmony between the followers * -

of the different religions on these common*

Though an aura of secularism surrounds
it,

*factors of low, compassion, understanding,'- ~
- brotherhood, which have been preached by
'~ all founders. R LN o

the constitution of India neither defined
secularism nor used' the expression secular

in its original version. The framers of the In-

~ dian constitution looked upor secularisin as

a fundamental concept and were anxious to

- provide for it a framework that would facili-

tate its evoludon an adoption to the chang-

ing needs of a developing nation. They, there-
fore, enshrined in the constitution its basic

outlines. Afid 50 in the 42nd amendment the

- word ‘secular’ was inserted in the preamble
.to the constitution. This addition was ir- 2

_ tended to avoid any confusion regarding the -

functions of the state. That is, India-being

——————

st oY
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Secularism like freedom, must be cher-
. ished and won by constant effort and vigi-
lance on the part of the individual citizon aﬁd
the organ of the functioning of the state and
“the society. The way to real secularism in In-
dia lies in its essence and spirit to a common
way of life and a broad humanistic culture
shared by all. Without religious tolerance
- there can be no secularism, particularly, in
India. Separation of religion from the sta t’e is
indispensable for secularism but separation
from religion is not. '
InIndian, secularism s a real issue, some-
thing which vitally concern the development
of Indian society. Firstly, because secularism
means the supremacy of science upon all
sorts of dogmas or all sorts of blind faith:
Secondly, because secularism means that no
religion or no religious authority;will con-
trol political decisions of the State. Often chal-

lenges of the very concept of secularism ema- -

nate from-different quarters. Nevertheless,
secularism means that state apparatus

should be governed not by religious consid- ‘

eration of any community or religious group
and its endeavor to dominate others simply

. by associating its politics with its'religion. -~
- This also necessitates the reassuring of the -

Indian ethos in the secular mould. The con-
cept of secularism is deeply rooted in the
Indian traditions. From time immemorial

people of different races, religious faiths and . -
cultural tradition came to this and settled .
here. They mingled tpgether and became one

people - the Indian people. This historic de-
velopment shaped the Indian mind and tol-
- erance towards other faith became its hall-
marks. The founding fathers of our Repub-
lic made secularism.one of the bases of the
governmental policy as they realised that ra-

tional reconstruction could be possibleonly * .
by uniting the people of India on the basis of "~

secular ideas. . i 574
In plural society like ours with a multi-

plicify' of religions, creeds, cultures, democ-

" racy cannot survive, mUchles;s, -ﬂourish un-

' Writtenby:

_less it is based on the principle of secular-
ism. As late Smt. Indira Gandhi put it: “Secu-
larism and democracy are the twin pillars of
our state, the very foundation of our society”:
So far as principle of secularism are con-
cerned, if we were to abandon these in our
country, it would result in social and politi-
cal disintegration on a scale which will make
itimpossible for us to live as citizens qf a free,
self respecting, progressive or prosperous na-
tion, Secularism is one of the basic philoso- -
phies of the constitution of India and it has

_over the years fortified and proved itself the
bedrock of the underlying unity in diversity-
of the Indian nation. It is to be rocognised
that secularism can survive only in an atmo-
sphere permeated with.unfailing sense of to-
getherness and oneness of Indian nation-

. .hood. Never since the independence, secu-

lar values have been confronted with such

~.grave danger, as it is today.

.7 So, without secularism India cannot sur-
vive. In its absence everything will turn into
a graveyard leaving no harmony and peace
the people. . :

Let us not forget that secularism is not

- 'merely a semantic expression. It is social way

of life. It needs te be built up brick by brick
through sustained mass movements. Asecu-
lar state should not remain neutral of the

movements, vigdrous participant it mustbe:

‘In my opinion, secularism has to play deci-

sive role at the presént stage of Indian de-

mocracy. ' S

a

LOUKRAKPAM RATAN KUMAR .
of Imphal College; Imphal,
Tera Lukram Leirak, Imphal.

.. This essay was awarded the first Prizein Na~
tional level essay competition organised-by. the.
CEC in January 1995..The competition was or- -

. ganized in temory of Com. K. V. Sudheesh, who
was our-CEC member and Jt. Secretary of Kerala

. Unit.
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The way we see things, it seems that the new
" Generations will have to face very serious
problems in all senses. The possibilitv that
the world can survive the destruction of na-
ture and man‘s means of living has been
questioned for the first time; man has already

- begun to experience the effects of the enyi-.

ronmental destruction. It is obvious that hu-

manity will increasingly face huge ecologi-

cal problems. :

-

Thie economic crisis'of neoliberalism bégins
to be perceived through unemployment, fi-
nancial problems and can distruct ~amy coun-
try overnight:We have seen already the con-
sequences-and there are countries which
‘have clearly stated that they will not go for
neo-liberalism.

Neo-liberalism theoreticians are now ttying
_toinvent what to do to fight unemployment
but the major problem is gapitalism and so-

cial development have been, eternally irrec-

oncilable. Capitalism and plundering inside

‘and outside the country, are inseparable,
Capitalism and unemployment are also in-

separable.

‘There are'solid arguments to cherish convic-
 tion that the world which is being designed
for the next century has no future whatso-
ever. It will be in crisis, it will have to be in
“crisis, and in that world you will have to put
' forward the ideas contained in the discus-
sions within the commissions. It can be said
thatin this festival, you have devised a work-

ing programme, a Struggle and aninventory . -

of today’s problems.
There are'a certain phenomena in important
countries of right wing politics, a turn to re-

We will Nev

s

er

Back......

- world can get worse and imperialism can be-

. positions in regard to U.N.O.: One, taken by

_destroy us from inside.

~ ingbecause they do not kriow what will hap-
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actionary stances, among them, the United
States plays a decisive role in today’s world
and will be so in tomorrow’s world too.
Right-wing people can get to control almost
all the power in the United States. This fac-
tors is worth taking into account because the

come more aggressive and harmful to the
world. It is enough to say that there are two,

those who utilized the U.N. as an instrument |
for their interests, and another group who
want it to disappear because. they think it
bothers. These are the concepts under dis-
cussion. In regard to Cuba, two conceptions
are also being discussed: that of those who
want to destroy us from outside, thatis, with
a tightened blockade, more hostility, aggres-

sion threats, and that of those who want to

Cuba seems to have become important since .
we are the only country blockaded by the
United States. Restrictions are further tight-
ened. They can have any other idea for'an-
other country, but in relation to Cuba, they
have not wanted to yield. '

The famous agressive, disgusting Heims-
burton bill is so brutal which practically
threatens our country, to deprive our people
from what it posesses, the values of the ideas-
that we depend are comparable to the best
ideas by which one has been willing to die.

-Socialism had to be improved not destroyed,
only imperialist countries came out better off

“with its destruction. At the beginning, abig .

“party and now western politicians are shak-

pen: Today, the former Soviet Union is a third




Wf\l‘ld country, an exporter of ranalcrials,
with powerful nuclear weapons and big in-
ternal risks, What for ? I think they should
have fought for peace and disarmament and,
L also think that a wiser world would have
fought to achieve, throu gh negotiations,
\\v"h(\t could have been obtained without the
dissolution and collapse of the soviet union.
Not only soviet leaders were wrong, butalso
the world leaders, because they were not ca-
pable to fight for real peace. They do not yet
know the future consequences of this.

We have lost mar];et, trade and éverything

and, we had to find out a solution, we had'to -

accept foreign investment. We had to
depenalize the high currency and. certainly.
We were deeply hurt with that, we were of
the inequalities and privileges that this move

would bring about, but we had to do it. We.
began to take measures, there was-a need to
increase the prices of non-basic commodities,

collect taxes, eliminate some gratuitousness.
The results are beginning to be seen, roughly
.2.700 million pesos have already been col-
lected, out of more than 11.000. With one dol-

lar someone can hardly get more than 35 pe-

sos. We can say. that we are one.of the few-

countries in the world in which the currency -
has been reevaluated and the measures are

taking the economy ahead. Some people say
we have to take steps to ensure a transit, what
transit ? We have already had it 36 years ago

Where to transit ?......To capitalism ? No.

There will not be any transit to capitalism.

*'We will not forget this meeting, and we will

be ready, at the command of the world youth™

if it is necessary to organize, not an interna-
. tional festival, but a world festival, we-will
do'it: 3 ' : :
Speech of fide:] castro in Cuba viva festival held
in the first week of Aug ’®5

"You can fool all the peopie somenmes unu
some people all the time
“but,

you can't foal ll the peop!e ol the tme”

ABRAHAM LINCOLN




Laughter: The Best .Medicine
N A

_ Laughter is truely the best Medicine for all man-
kind. There is sure-and much tension in the world be-
cause we do not see the lighter side of things, and laugh
at ourselves and others in real good humour, radiat-
ing good will and cheer to all around. Good humoured
laughter rediices tension and helps us to get over the:
most baffling, situations smoothly and happily. This

applies to each and everyone of us. Politicians and dip-
lomats of ‘even waring nations meet and greet each °
other with smiling faces thereby reducing the tension.

_ Laughter should he the laughter of good will
. and good humour and not .......... or villainous.

~ History shows.that laughter was a fine art and
" “progression..The fact that professional jesters thrived
in palaces and courts is ample testimony to the impor-
tance of laughter as an essential ingredient of life.

It is becoming increasingly important in mod-

_ ern times that we should not only taste the pleasures -
of laughter, but also spread.its ripple in even widen-.

ing circles. This is because laughter is a raré gift and
privilege given to man by the Almighty. The other liv-
ing creatures makes colorful and worth living. Itis our
privilege to extend this tonic as many as we can. Life,

will loose much of its joy without the essential element .-

,' of laughter. .~ * " . :

A smiling face is a rare and .essential asset to

those.in the medical profession. A kind-and friendly - .

smile reassures an ailing patien: and inspires confi-
dence in him thus laughter is truly the best medicine.

It is best to conclude by renﬁ\inding qqeself of
the familiar adage that thé best doctors in the world
are “ Dr. Diet, Dr Quiet and Dr Merry Man”'

SREEJITH .R
TInd B.Sc Maths
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- Ambadi SUPER MARKET
A Narayanan Shopping Complex,

~ Kadappakada, Kollam - 8.
- Ph: 76649 76687 (Re51)

‘I mpescable Quality Provision, Grocery ete.
Novel Presentation Articles
Al stationary ltems-
Toys of Reputable Companies
Frozen Foods ete.

B

Courteoue Qarvice | Moderé’re Pr'i_é_e ["Car Parking Faeility | .

==
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- “‘_‘Walk 1n-an Undergraduéte‘4.Walk out a Profess-iopal,”

If your’e not studymg at
. _NIIT

You’re mzssmg something '
Qualzty Computer Educatzon
Nn-rmnm.v INSTITUTE; OF -

~ InrormaTION 'l'nc_nuol.‘o"e'v "
/~ Quilon Centre Ph : 740485




“YOUR CONVENIENCE IS
OUR BUSINESS

/'/)e one stop shop
for all your needs

~ Musalior Buildings, Chinnakada, Kollam - 1
~ Ph:Off:742783,79172




TROPICAL &
FOODS LIMITED )

97, Sidco Industrial Estate, _
Ambattur, Madras - 600 098. India.

Phone : 652909

VVe are one of the leading manufacturers and exporters of consumer packefi Nuts from (Iinfcliala. The }?aliztz
which are roasted and salted, distinctive in quality, unique in crispness, perfect in texture and fiavour, & |
come to you after years of professional research and technological expertise. d ' |

With over 50 yeare experience in nut processing and packing, we are successors to Mu:sahar Indus;r;es :
Pvt. Ltd,, the pioneers and foremost processors and exporters of Cashew Kernels from India, renowned for
their quality and relied upon for decades by importers the world over.

Specially picked nuts are cleaned and air dried, roasted and salted in a perfected recipe to give that
special flavour of ‘BESTNUT". ‘ ‘

T . Y -
B

- BESTNUT is canned in attractive printed cans and vacuumised to retain its freshness. The cans are ,sealefi
with "Flip open lids" for easy opening and plastic caps to retain freshness. They are also packed in poly-fo}l
laminated pouches flushed wiﬂl Nitrogen to ensure freshness. KR 4

The following are the standard sizes: =~ - 2 : ]

Roasted and Salted Cashewnuts - 300 gm can, 150 gm can, 100 gm poﬁch and 35 gm pouch. b
Roasted and Salted Peanuts - 180 gm can. : s

’

e A R S T G P

Roasted and Salted Mixed nuts - (Cashew, Peanuts, Almonds and Walnuts.) - 150 gm can.
At present we are working on packagings in different sizes of Almonds, Walnuts and Pistachios.

Besides, ‘BESTNUT’ brand Cashew nuts, Peanuts, Almonds, Pistachios, Walnuts and Mixed nuts are ;
also available in bulk packing of 25 Ibs/11.34 kg tins. : - |

'BESTNUT" is also packed in different sizes and types as per International market requiremerits and even sk / i &
in Private Brands when desired for a particular market. - _ \

For Export Trade Enquiries

TROPICAL FOODS LIMITED
1/C, Mount Chambers

758, Anna Salai, MADRAS - 600 002. India
Phone : 044 - 8522196

Telex .: 041 - 5394 BEST IN

Fax :91-44- 8522196




